December
2019

Our God is an on-time God!
Romans 5:3-5
Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope
does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
This passage tells us that trials are there to grow us; that they are a part of God's growth
mechanism in our life. Trials and hardship are what He uses to teach use perseverance and
character, so why would we not go through hardship? If we don't go through any tests, we
won't have a testimony.
A couple of my trials were my diagnoses of breast cancer May 2012 and when Mitchell and I
closed “Ingredients” for the gourmet in you April 2013. Owning our own business was our
dream. My testimony is that God wrapped his arms around me, healed me and led me to
where he wanted me!
During the closing I was contacted by Susan. She asked if I would be interested in a 14month temporary position with Vicki at the school system (on-time God)! Who wouldn’t want
to work with Vicki! So I started May 2013. Vicki talked about and invited me to her
Wednesday Bible Study. I decided to attend and met Greg (on-time God). When I heard
Neesa was retiring I thought, hmmm, I would like to work with Greg and for First Prez. I
started working here in January 2015 (on-time God). I truly believe God put me here to help
when things got a little rough.
Our seasons of need may fluctuate from financial to health to relational, but the answer to our
need is always the same: Christ. The Bible tells us that as believers we aren’t promised a
trouble-free existence.
I realize that God is never surprised at the crises in my life; in fact, I would now say that He
allows and perhaps even ordains certain trials in order to glorify Himself. It is comforting to
know that nothing in my life takes God by surprise. Our on-time God knows where I am,
where I need to be, and exactly how to get me there! Jesus shows up in our transitions in
ways we don’t expect. With this said, I am looking forward to this
season called retirement. However, Vicki and I will be working on
FPC policies (more from Pastor Greg on that later). And I will be
around if needed by Anita, so maybe it is a season of semiretirement!
I have enjoyed being here every day. You as a church are
so blessed to have Pastor Greg and the people who are
working for you. They are all committed to God’s work and
to growing young!
Monica

2

F

P
Classes for all ages
meet each Sunday,

213 Main Street, Clarksville, TN 37040
SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00am
ON THE WEB AT
www.fpcclarksville.org
TELEPHONE
Office: 931-645-6551; Pastor: 931-257-1780
OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday

John Arrington
Florence Bailey
Don Beck
Diane Bowland
Sarah Brooks
Betty Cobb
Melanie Cobb
Bessie Costanza
Peggy Filyaw
Hank Livingstone
Ruby Jean McLeod
Jerry Reynolds
Irene Rix

9:00am to 5:00pm

9:00-9:45am
in the Christian
Education building.

CHILD CARE/
NURSERY

is provided for infants
and toddlers on the 4
floor
Temporarily relocated
during construction.

CHILDREN &
YOUTH
1 through 12 graders
meet on the 4 floor
Grades 6-8 help with
Elem. Sunday School

Friday 9:00am to 1:00pm

Grades 9-12 assist
teachers during this
Service Hour

FPC Social Media Links:
Instagram: fpcclarksvilletn

ADULTS

Facebook: @FPCClarksville

Brotherhood (men)
Class
Friendship (women)
Class
meet on the 3rd floor
Front Porch
Conversations
(informal discussion)
NEW group meeting in
the Chapel

Twitter: clarksvillefpc

~ M E M O R I AL S ~

Rubye Patch

Richard Dahlke

Charlie & Kris Foust

Charlie & Kris Foust
Judi Moore

John Waddle
Charlie & Kris Foust

Leon Sitter
Memorial received after
November 21 will be on
January’s FMN’s.

Charlie & Kris Foust

Charlie & Kris Foust

TO NOTIFY THE CHURCH OF ILLNESS, HOSPITALIZATION, BIRTH, DEATH, OR PRAYER REQUEST,
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 931-645-6551 or FPCClarksville@gmail.com
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As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah,... (Luke 3:15 NRSV)
Perhaps you know this rather thick book that became a companion to Beth and me
while we were awaiting the birth of our first child. It was billed as “All the answers to
all the questions about what exactly is going on at every stage along the journey of
that nine-month odyssey to delivery.” At times it felt like TMI! But at other times we
were surprised: a question that concerned us did not seem to have an answer in
THE book! What to do? Sometimes a call to mom would provide the answer, but
sometimes all we could do was wait and see. In time our questions were mostly
answered, though even now this time of gestation, preparation, and expectation
remains a divine mystery. May this Advent renew your own wonder and expectation.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Greg

~ SERMONS AND SCRIPTURES~
Sunday Morning Schedule: Worship is 10:00am, Sunday School for all ages 9:00 -9:45.
Advent Sermon Series:

What to Expect When You’re Expecting
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22

Isaiah 2:1-5, Matthew 24:36-44
Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12
Isaiah 35:1-10, Matthew 11:2-11
Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25

Signs, Test, Timetable
Cravings
Baby Kicks
Daddy's Baby Blues

ANOINTING & PRAYERS OF COMFORT AND HOPE (December 8)
The Christmas season can be a time of deep sadness and loneliness for those who feel cut off
from the general feeling of joy and happiness typically associated with this time of year. This
feeling of loss may result from the death of a loved one, divorce, illness, job loss, or any number of other reasons. Christmas proclaims good news about a source of joy that is substantial
enough to sustain us during the most difficult times of life. During the worship service on December 9,
we will offer prayers and anointing for healing and wholeness at the front for all who desire special
prayer during this season.

Thank You!
We are grateful to Greg Guinn (Chair of the Stewardship Committee), Will Arrington, Kelly Duncan,
Lesa Goder, Ross Hicks, Tracy Jackson, and Denice Williamson for their outstanding leadership of
our stewardship efforts this year!
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Bulletin Board
CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMITTEE
Please contact the church office, or any member of the Congregational Care Committee (list on page 8)
with news of someone taking ill, in the hospital or needing prayer that the Committee may be able to
help. We visit folks at home, hospital or wherever we can to provide the loving care we all need during
stressful times. We cannot help you if we are unaware of a need.
~CHURCH OFFICE HOURS~

APSU PROFESSOR WAUGH
RECITAL, PAGE 8

The church office will be closed on
Dec. 25, 26 & Dec. 27 and Jan. 1.
The office will be closing at 1pm Dec. 30 & 31 and Jan. 2 & 3.

I am dreaming of a white Christmas!

DECEMBER 7
SPIRITFEST INFORMATION on
PAGE 7
W O R S H I P L I T U R G I S T S : The Worship Committee has a rotating group of people who serve as liturgists for a one year term. If you are interested in continuing as a liturgist or if you would like to join this
group to serve Sunday service on a rotating basis,
please contact Sam Mills.

FOOD BASKETS!! Please help this year by bringing your contributions to the
fellowship hall before December 13. Volunteers will help sort and count the
items so that we can purchase the remaining items before Saturday, December 21, when we will pack the boxes at 9 a.m. and then families are encouraged to deliver the goods. This year we are asking you to bring saltines, cereal, rice, pasta, or canned soup!! We can use several small packages for single member families, but we also need large packages for families of four or
Named and numbered Giving Envelopes are in the hallway outside the church office please pick yours up. If you
are interested in using envelopes, please contact Michelle.
4
4
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Presbyterian Women December 2019
The holidays are upon us and as we get caught up in hustle and bustle with
our families and friends, it is important that we remember not to lose focus of
the reason for our celebration. The church has many advent activities that help
us focus. From the “greening” of the sanctuary, to the children’s pageant and
Lessons and Carols, the activities of the church keep us grounded in what is
important.

All Women are Invited!

One celebration we can look forward to is the PW Christmas luncheon on
December 2 at 12:30. Meal will be prepared by Charene and Wendy and
Northwest High School students will perform for us. We
hope many of you will be able to attend.

Come, soak your soul
in wholesome
goodness!

We pray you have a joyous Christmas season.
Liz Thomas and Rhonda Banasiak
Co-moderators Presbyterian Women

FPC COOKBOOKS are here!!
Perfect Christmas gifts! They will
be available at SpiritFest. You
can also pick up a copy through
the church office. The Cookbooks
are $15 with proceeds going to
FUEL.

All women are invited to participate in PW monthly Study Circles :
MARTHA CIRCLE-2nd Tuesday of each month at 12:30pm in the church library.
This month they will be meeting at a different location December 10 for their
Christmas Lunch!
NIGHT CIRCLE-2nd Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the church library/history
room.
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A note from

Stephen Ministries

With the holiday fast approaching, we are aware that these next several weeks can be difficult
for some individuals and families. Stephen Ministry is once again making available for the
whole congregation literature on various topics such as Overcoming the “Blues” at Christmastime, Getting Through the Holidays When You’ve Lost a Loved One, etc. These are available
on the table outside of the church office if you would like to take one or more free of charge.
As with any time of the year, if Stephen Ministries can be of benefit to you or someone you
know, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Stephen Leaders.

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES
~CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING~
We will receive the Offering during worship on Sunday, December 22.The offering will be
distributed to the Board of Pensions for its assistance programs and to the National Ministries
Division to fund education at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.

~ANGEL TREE~
Those participating in the Angel Tree Project (organized by the Salvation Army) are asked to
select an angel from the tree outside of Greg’s office and return your UNWRAPPED gift with
the paper angel attached as soon as possible but no later than Sunday, Dec. 2. Gifts will be
collected in the parlor. Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting this annual
project.

HAPPENINGS
~MUSIC AT GRACE 2019-2020~
Sunday, December 1, 2019 at 4pm-Red River Breeze-a Bluegrass & Celtic Christmas Music Concert
Red River Breeze is an instrumental acoustic quintet that plays traditional Celtic, Renaissance, Old-Time and
World music. The group has been in existence for over twenty years and plays traditional instruments
including hammered dulcimer, fiddle, Irish flute, Irish whistle, Anglo concertina, Renaissance recorders,
Bouzouki, guitar, bodhran and djembe.

~EMPTY BOWLS 2020~
Save the Date!
First Presbyterian Church will be one of five dinner locations for Empty Bowls on February 25, 2020. We
expect to serve 150. Volunteers will be needed! Bowls will be available for painting at SpiritFest—no charge!!
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PLEASE JOIN US!

Saturday December 7
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
(Parade will start at APSU at 5:00 pm)

Live Nativity
Inflatable & Bounce Houses
Santa, Hot Chocolate & Treats
Fair Trade Products
Loaves & Fishes Food Drive
10,000 Villages
Live Local Entertainment on Stage
Video Presentation of Downtown Churches
Sanctuaries Open at Trinity and FPC
Food Trucks
A huge thank you to our Spiritfest Sponsors. This festival could not happen without the financial and in-kind
donations from the following businesses:
Morgan Construction

The Blackhorse

Runyon & Runyon

Edwards Steakhouse

Hand Family Companies

Jenkins & Wynne

F&M Bank

Arts & Heritage Development Council

The Roxy Theater

TN Arts Commission

Signs Now

Lyle, Cook & Martin

BLF Marketing

Please thank them by shopping local and supporting those who support us!
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COMMITTEE NEWS
~CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMITTEE~
Our committee is meeting December 10, at 2:00pm in the church library and we invite anyone who would like
to join us!
Elynor Busler, Co-Chair (h 368-9596)
Eleanor Hay, Co-Chair (801-2380)
Ivy Prall, Secretary (h 552-0056, c 206-1447)
Charlotte Graves (h 368-1614, c 624-6668)
Charlyne Harvey (h 645-4483)
Vicki Hildreth (h 358-2637, c 980-8736)
Kathryn Kemmerly (645-6905)
Mary Jo Patterson (h 647-4600, c 801-4723)
Carolyn Riggins (c 801-7760, h 647-4144)
Candy Schryver (c 980-5886)
Elaine Smith (c 624-4679, h 802-2037)
Marcia Williams (h 647-9636, w 648-4459)

~MISSION COMMITTEE~
Missions will be hosting The Showers of Love on Sunday December 1 from 2:00–4:00pm at the A.O.C. Our
youth are preparing toiletry bags in preparation for this event. We are providing hot showers, haircuts,
clothing, and sack lunches. Contact Ann Waddle if you want to help with this event.
ROOM IN THE INN
Margaret will call volunteers to remind you of your commitment.
The following items are needed for missions: nail clippers, combs, socks, men’s razors, fix-a-dent poly grip,
hand sanitizers and shaving cream.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
~TRUMPET RECITAL~
Professor Robert Waugh of APSU will present a Faculty Trumpet Recital at First Presbyterian Church on
December 5 at 7:30pm. The performance is free and everyone is warmly invited to attend.

~CONGREGATIONAL INFORMATION~
As you have seen we are now sending weekly news along with the FMN’s to your email! We have also been
mailing the weekly news to our shut ins. This has helped us to keep everything current. The emails have
included all news from the monthly newsletter. To help cut down on printing costs and to ensure that
everyone has up to date information, we will not be sending the large monthly newsletter after December. To
have information placed in the weekly email, just call the church office at 645-6551or send an email to
fpcclarksville@gmail.com.
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~POTLUCK CHRISTMAS DINNER~
Following the 4:00 music program on Dec.15, we
will enjoy the annual Christmas Dinner in the
fellowship hall (around 5:30 pm). Ham, turkey,
dressing, gravy, mashed potatoes, corn casserole,
rolls and drinks will be provided. The rest will be
covered dishes. If your last name begins with:
A-L please bring a dessert (10-12 servings)
M-Q please bring a salad (10-12 servings)
R-Z please bring a vegetable dish (10-12
servings)

Dishes may be dropped off on the kitchen serving
window or placed in the refrigerator before
worship. Please bring pies, cakes, gelatin salads,
etc. ALREADY CUT. Put your name on EVERY
item you bring (lids, casserole dishes, serving
spoons, etc.) because folks frequently have
identical bake ware, etc.

~FESTIVAL OF LESSONS
AND CAROLS ~
The Music Ministry invites
everyone to our annual Festival of
Lessons and Carols on Sunday,
December 15 at 4:00 pm. This
traditional service tells the story of
salvation through scriptures and
song. Music includes congregational carols as well as music
from the adult choir, handbell
choir, soloists. Please bring your
families for this festive
celebration!

Frank Childers (17th)
Jane Wallace (17th)
Calen Kimmell (17th)
Dorothy Havens (18th)
David Lindsay (19th)
Mary Kaylyn Primesing (21st)
Benjamin Giles (22nd)
Sasha Dye (22nd)
Janice Traxler (24th)
Brody Woodson (24th)
James McNiel (24th)
Laura Towell (24th)
Ruby Jean McLeod (26th)
Charlie Weigandt (29th)
Sabrina Prior (29th)
Maggie Brown (31st)

BIRTHDAYS
Ivy Prall (1st)
Charlotte Graves (6th)
Beth Glover (7th)
Candy Schryver (9th)
Deborah McNiel (9th)
Dale Childers (10th)
Janice Ledbetter (10th)
Evan Duncan (10th)
Tim Arrington (11th)
Charlie Keene (12th)
Issac Wright (13th)
Les Barnett (15th)
Gene Black (15th)
Kodi Kimmell (16th)
Jay Bowland (17th)

If you don’t see your name listed,
please let the church
office know your date!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
‘Tis the Season to be thankful and to rejoice in all that is the Christmas Season! Our amazing Sunday School
teachers and Nursery workers have brought our most precious gifts of Children and Youth through the first semester
with many reasons to celebrate. Our teachers have gone above and beyond to continue the work of education the
children of our church. We are thankful for each of you!
EVENTS:
Dec. 2 Don’t forget about the Angel Tree names. The tree is located on the 3rd (main) floor of the
Education Bldg. Gifts to be returned unwrapped to the Parlor by Dec. 8.
Dec. 7 SpiritFest, Youth, and ALC students will man the stations at the AOC.
Join us for Inflatables and Face Painting!
Dec. 9 Last day for Elementary Sunday School classes until January 6.
Dec. 15 Children’s Pageant during 10:00 Service. (see info below)
Lessons and Carols 4:00pm with Dinner to follow.
Dec. 21 Christmas Baskets, gather at 9am in Fellowship Hall to fill baskets to be delivered.

Have a happy and blessed Christmas!
Dianne York

CHILDREN'S PAGEANT
It is that time of year when the weather, sounds, and smells tell us Christmas is on the
way. Our children of FPC will celebrate by presenting their account of the night Jesus
was born in our Annual Christmas Pageant. Children from Pre-K-5th grade will reenact
the Nativity through narration and performance. Come join us in celebrating the Birth of
Jesus with our children.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

Meetings

Meetings

December 1, No Youth Group
December 7, 2-5pm SpiritFest and parade.
December 8, 5-7pm Youth Christmas Party, we
will meet & return to the AOC. Please bring a
wrapped $5.00 gift to exchange.
December 15, Lessons & Carols/Dinner
December 21, 9am Food Baskets
December 22, 4-6pm Youth Group will have
devotion & play games @ AOC.
December 29, 4-6pm Youth Group will have
devotion and go out for dinner, bring $$.

December 1, No Youth Group
December 4, 6:30-8pm CFA on Madison.
December 7, 2-5pm SpiritFest and parade.
December 8, 5-7pm Youth Christmas Party, we
will meet & return to the AOC. Please bring a
wrapped $5.00 gift to exchange.
December 11, 6:30-8pm CFA on Madison Street.
December 15, 4:30-7pm Lessons & Carols/
Dinner
December 18, 6:30-8pm CFA on Madison Street.

If you have questions call Mikey @ (931) 2160975 or Chrystal @ (931) 801-2584.

December 22, 4-6pm Youth Group will have
devotion & play games @ AOC.
December 26, 4-6pm Youth Group will have
devotion and go out for dinner, bring $$.
December 29, 6:30-8pm CFA on Madison Street.

December 21, 9am Food Baskets

Upcoming events:
January 5, Ice Skating!
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December 2019
Sun
1 Communion
Showers of Love

Mon
2

Tue
3

12:30pm PW Lunch
5pm Theology on Tap
@ Don Pablo’s

Wed

Thu

4

5

10am Bible Study
4pm Room/Inn
6pm Handbells
6:30 pm Sr Highs
7pm Adult Choir

8:30am Yoga
12 noon Staff

Fri
6

Sat
7
2-5pm
SPIRITFEST

meeting

No Youth Group

Anointing &
Prayers

8

Angel Tree gifts due

5-7pm Youth Group
Christmas Party

9

5pm Theology on Tap
@ Don Pablo’s

11
10am Bible Study
Circle
6pm Handbells
2pm Congregational 6:30pm Sr Highs
Care
7pm Adult Choir
7:00pm Night Circle Deadline for
5pm Yoga
Memorial Poinsettias

12 9-12 Preschool
Event

17

18

19

8:30am Yoga
12 noon Staff

20
Preschool Staff
Lunch in FH

21

4pm Room/Inn
6:30 pm Sr Highs
7pm Adult Choir

28

10

12:30pm Martha

13

14

9-12 Preschool
Event

8:30am Yoga
12 noon Staff
meeting

names

15

4pm Lessons &
Carols/Dinner

16

5pm Theology on Tap

22

@ Don Pablo’s

5pm Yoga

23

24

25

26

27

Office Closing at
1pm

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Christmas Joy Offering

4-6pm Youth Groups

29

4-6pm Youth Groups

meeting

5pm Theology on Tap
@ Don Pablo’s

6pm Candle-lighting

30

31

Office Closing at
1pm

Office Closing at
1pm

This calendar can
be printed up to
two weeks before
the beginning of
the month, please
check Google
Calendar for
updates and
changes.

5pm Theology on Tap
@ Don Pablo’s

11
11

9am Food

Baskets prepared
and delivered

12

M E R RY C H R I S T M A S
AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR
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