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All Are Welcome?
We will begin to answer this very important question at our next
Town Hall Meeting on May 19 @ 9:00 am in Fellowship Hall. At
that meeting we will receive a report that was commissioned by
our Session and prepared by our Accessibility Committee (Phil
Kemmerly, Chair; Charles Foust, Jeanne Bettencourt, Liz
Thomas, Maggie Brown, and Marshall Duncan). In addition to
the usual give and take of questions at the meeting, we are also
asking everyone who belongs to FPC to respond to a brief (1
page) survey about accessibility. That survey is included in this
newsletter on page 9.
“All are welcome!” Perhaps it seems that this should go without
saying, given what we know of Jesus’ concern for those who were lame, blind, deaf,
and facing other physical and mental challenges that hindered their full participation in
all aspects of religious, cultural, and family life. Jesus certainly welcomed all. However,
consider this: there are 60 million Americans with disabilities, roughly 19 percent of
any community. And most of them are conspicuous by their absence in our
congregation. Some 32% of parents who have children with disabilities have reported
that they changed their place of worship because their child could not be included.
(Erik Carter, Vanderbilt, Professor of Special Education) Sometimes physical barriers-as well as our attitudes--hinder their welcome.
The fact remains: “As the Body of Christ our call is more than accommodation; ours is
a call of radical hospitality.” (Jill Duffield, Presbyterian Outlook, April 15 editorial; check
out that issue in the library.) We have already done some things to bring down
barriers, as the sign in the photo shows and as anyone who has used the elevators
knows. But there are still many physical barriers that have been present at FPC almost
since the day our church was dedicated in the late 19th century. There are, of course,
also limits to our financial resources, limits that constrain how quickly we can
implement even the most necessary and agreed upon changes. However, there are
things we can do now--with sufficient attention and with a willingness to adapt for the
sake of those who are marginalized--with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love.
At the very least, as Jill Duffield writes, “we should recognize when we fall short and
work to do better.”
Join us at the Town Hall on May 19 @ 9:00 am in Fellowship Hall and again in worship
on May 26 as we celebrate “Disability Inclusion Sunday” along with other churches in
our denomination.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Greg

Continued on page 3
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FPC Social Media Links:
Instagram: fpcclarksvilletn
Facebook: @FPCClarksville
Twitter: clarksvillefpc

Page 2
Page 2

Sunday
School
Classes
Florence Bailey
Scott Bashore
Don Beck
Diane Bowland
Sarah Brooks
Betty Cobb
Melanie Cobb
Bessie Costanza
Peggy Filyaw
Hank Livingstone
Ruby Jean McLeod
Jerry Reynolds
Irene Rix
John Waddle

Judi Moore

Classes for all ages
meet each Sunday,
9:00-9:45 am
in the Christian
Education building.

CHILD CARE
is provided for infants
and toddlers on the
2nd floor.

PRESCHOOL
3-year-olds through
Kindergarten meet on
the 4th floor

CHILDREN &
YOUTH
Memorials received after April
23 will be in the June
newsletter.

1st through 12th
graders meet on the
4th floor

ADULTS
4 different
classes meet on the
3rd floor

Mother's Day is a celebration honoring the mother of the family, as well as motherhood, maternal bonds, and
the influence of mothers in society. It is celebrated on various days in many parts of the world, most commonly
in the months of March or May. The modern Mother's day began in the United States, at the initiative of Ann
Reeves Jarvis in the early 20th century. Anna Jarvis wanted to honor her mother by continuing the work she
started and to set aside a day to honor all mothers because she believed a mother is "the person who has
done more for you than anyone in the world".
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Memorial Day, May 27
Each of us will eventually pass through the valley of the shadow of death. As you prepare for that
eventuality, there are things you can do to help your family as they seek to honor your life with joy,
thanksgiving, and hope. One of the simplest ways is to fill out the form you will find in this newsletter
on page 14 and return it to the church office. This will inform the church of your funeral service
preferences. We will keep your form on file and you may update your preferences at any time.
May 5 is CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
The month of May occasions much celebration at FPC. Our Middle School and Senior High youth will lead worship
during our annual Youth Sunday celebration on May 5. This is also Confirmation Sunday!
THE JOURNEY TO 2022 CONTINUES!
On May 17 of last year our congregation and friends in the community gathered at the
Customs House Museum to kick off a capital campaign with a gala to mark the first step
toward an exciting and momentous bicentennial celebration. Our Bicentennial Planning
Committee has chosen three words to describe the opportunity and gift that this
milestone birthday presents to our church and our community.
Our 200th birthday invites us:
To REFLECT on the legacies we enjoy as gifts from previous generations of our
congregation.
To REJOICE with our extended family as we gather to celebrate with special events
during a year-long homecoming for our congregation.
To RENEW our commitment to build on the foundation that we have received.
The first step on this bicentennial journey was the launching of a capital campaign to
raise $1,500,000 over the next three years to rejuvenate our church. To date, we have
received 73 pledges totaling $857,668.79. (Gifts of $257,780.12 toward the campaign
have already been received.) If you were not able to pledge last year or if you have
been especially blessed financially by God in some unexpected way, please consider
making a pledge this month. We will accomplish three major things with this campaign:
1) Expand and relocate the important ministry of Loaves and Fishes, 2) Renovate the
Activities and Outreach Center with a focus on ministries to children and youth, and 3)
Replace the aging heating, ventilation, and air conditioning system (HVAC) in the
educational building.
To learn more about the campaign, go to http://www.fpcclarksville.org/FPC200.php

~SERMONS AND SCRIPTURES~
Sunday Morning Schedule: Worship is 10:00; Sunday School for all ages is 9:00 -9:45.
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

YOUTH SUNDAY!
Mother’s Day
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Confirmation, Commissioning, and Communion
Goodness & Love
Psalm 23
Creation’s Choir
Psalm 148
Blessed to Be a Blessing
Psalm 67

Meet & Greet in the Chapel
The congregation is invited to join the 2019 Confirmation Class and their families for a reception immediately following
worship on Sunday, May 5. In lieu of gathering in the chapel for coffee and treats come to fellowship hall to
congratulate our newest members of First Presbyterian Church. Cake and drinks will be provided.
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMITTEE
Please contact the church office or any member of the Congregational Care Committee (list on page 6)
with news of someone taking ill, in the hospital or needing prayer that the Congregational Care
Committee may be able to help. We visit folks at home, hospital or wherever we can to provide the loving
care we all need during stressful times. We cannot help you if we are unaware of a need.
CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED MAY 23 & 24 FOR
CARPET INSTALLATION.

RECORDED WORSHIP SERVICES ON
OUR WEBSITE (www.fpcclarksville.org)
Survey!! Page 9

Hug your mother if you can.

W O R S H I P L I T U R G I S T S : The Worship Committee has a rotating group of
people who serve as liturgists for a one
year term. If you are interested in continuing as a liturgist or if you would like to join
this group to serve Sunday service on a rotating basis, please contact Sam Mills.

Martha Circle meets May 12 at 12:30pm.
Meet and greet the Confirmands, Page 3 & Page 8!

Every woman attending
First Presbyterian Church
is automatically a member of PW and is welcome to attend all functions. Guests are also
welcome. PW meets August-April (exact dates
TBA) for interesting programs, services, and fellowship. August and April
are 6:00 dinner meetings
and the remainder are
12:30 luncheons, held on
the 4th Monday of each
month. The meals are
catered (11.00) Sign-ups
are in the bulletin, on the
bulletin board or through
the church office.

Memorial Day (or Decoration Day) is a federal holiday in the United States for remembering and honoring persons who
have died while serving in the United States Armed Forces. The holiday is currently observed every year on the last
Monday of May. Memorial Day was previously observed on May 30 from 1868 to 1970. Memorial Day is considered the
unofficial start of the summer vacation season in the United States. Many people visit cemeteries and memorials on
Memorial Day, particularly to honor those who died in military service. Many volunteers place an American flag on
each grave in national cemeteries.

Funeral Service Preferences form on page 14.
First Presbyterian Church Annual Report 2018 is available. Copies are outside of the church office.

HAPPENINGS
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~WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY~

You are invited to join the group who gather for Bible study with Pastor Greg on
Wednesday mornings each week at 10:00.

~THEOLOGY ON TAP~

Theology on Tap is a group that meets each Monday at 5 pm @ Don Pablos on
Riverside Dr. Come, join us for an informal gathering exchanging beliefs and
ideas concerning spiritual issues in our modern world. Contact Bill Moser at 931561-1713 for more information.

~WORSHIP NIGHT CONCERT SERIES, NOW THROUGH OCTOBER~

There will be Christian music every second Wednesday in the Downtown Commons from 6-8pm.

~MATT MCNEILL RECITAL~

Matt McNeill will play three Romantic Sonatas in the Sanctuary Saturday, May
25,2019 at 2pm. In addition to being our accompanist at First Presbyterian Church,
Matt is a staff pianist at Austin Peay and the Roxy. He is presenting a program of
three pieces from the Romantic period. The first, Beethoven’s Farewell Sonata, is a
later work which outlines the composer’s perspective of saying goodbye to a loved
one as well as welcoming them home. Next will be Brahms First Sonata, the first
piece he ever published. The program concludes with a late Schubert Sonata,
number 19, which is very dramatic and goes through several keys. The congregation is warmly
welcome. The concert is free and will last approximately an hour and a half including an
intermission.

~MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH YOUTH GROUPS~

We are excited about the various opportunities for our youth to fellowship, worship, and serve others
this summer! Please check out the Youth Calendar on the FPC Website for complete details. In
June, we will have the opportunity to volunteer at VBS, and participate in the middle school youth
Mission Experience on June 28-29. In July, the high school youth will travel to Ohio on their summer
mission trip!

COMMITTEE NEWS
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~CONGREGATIONAL CARE~
Elynor Busler, Co-Chair (h 368-9596)
Eleanor Hay, Co-Chair (801-2380)
Ivy Prall, Secretary (h 552-0056, c 206-1447)
Charlotte Graves (h 368-1614, c 624-6668)
Charlyne Harvey (h 645-4483)
Vicki Hildreth (h 358-2637, c 980-8736)
Kathryn Kemmerly (645-6905)
Mary Jo Patterson (h 647-4600, c 801-4723)
Carolyn Riggins (c 801-7760, h 647-4144)
Elaine Smith (c 624-4679, h 802-2037)
Marcia Williams (h 647-9636, w 648-4459)

~MISSIONS~
The Mission Committee welcomes anyone who is interested in joining our group as we seek to
serve both local and international missions. Here are the events we are hosting in May:
LEGAL AID at the AOC 10:30–noon the second and fourth Wednesday. Sharon Duncan is
the committee member who registers clients during this time.
SHOWERS OF LOVE May 5 2:00–4:00 in the gym at AOC
On the first Sunday of each month, First Presbyterian Church opens its doors to share our
facilities so that people who are homeless can have a warm shower in a safe place. They also
can receive a free haircut, sack lunch, and clothing. Continued thanks to our Young Adult and
Senior High classes for help packing lunches and setting up. You are welcome to come on any
first Sunday, 2pm, lower level of the AOC/gym to fellowship with some wonderful folks!
Contact Margaret Adames (980-1646) for more info!
THANK YOU TO EBRALIE AND WILLIAM MWIZERW A for sharing her life story through the
documentary and the movie version, “Beautifully Broken.” The DVD is now available on Amazon.
We loved the opportunity to talk with you in person during your recent visit. For more information
about Ebralie’s work go to www.theoutreachfoundation.org To learn more about William’s work
with The Legacy Mission Village go to www.legacymissionvillage.org.
ROOM IN THE INN SEASON ENDS
First Presbyterian hosted 183 guests (53 female and 130 male) over nine Wednesdays and
seven Saturdays during the months of November to March. Also within this group, there were
five families with children younger than six. We were most fortunate to benefit from Pastor
Stewart Salyer of Bethel Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Sango, who made 25 trips to pick
up/deliver guests to us from the Old Firehouse Day Shelter. Another behind the scenes worker
was the cleaning service provided by Hunter Burney and Beverly at Super Laundry Mat. Our
church members stepped up to give lots of help in many ways. Six FP men stepped up multiple
times to be Male Inn Keepers on the weekends. During the week we had 11 Chi Alpha
volunteers to serve as Male Inn Keepers. There were eight FP women that served as Inn
Keepers, and many of them stayed more than once. The Confirmation Class helped distribute
linens to our guests. We had 18 individuals volunteer to prepare/serve meals along with many
groups: the Confirmation Class, Presbyterian Women, Young Adults, the York Family, the Giles
Family, the Watson family, and the Kiwanis Club. Thank you all! What a difference it makes
having so many helping hands to perform this service for the homeless.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Page 7

~LOAVES AND FISHES~
The ground breaking ceremony for the new Loaves and Fishes facility is May 8 at 11:00am at the Crossland Avenue property! Everyone is welcome to help us celebrate!

~SERVICE COMMITTEE~
This committee is in great need of volunteers! Please pray about volunteering and
let Vickie Duncan know when you can start!!

EDUCATION MINISTRY
~FPC LEARNING CENTER~
Registration for the 2019-2020 is open and accepting new students for our Homeschool Program
Art show/Open House May 9 from 1:15-2:15 on the 4th floor.
Last Day of classes May 15th
ACT Camp July 15-18 and July 22-25
Test taking tips, opportunity to take Official ACT Practice test, in a small group setting.

MUSIC MINISTRY
We are growing our Music Ministry
at First Presbyterian Church
Children’s Music Ministry for Pre-K thru High School
every Wednesday night beginning Fall 2019
Dinner provided from 5:00-5:30
Music Programs and Activities 5:30-7:00
**High School Bible Study beginning at 5:30.**

CONFIRMANDS

2018-2019 Confirmation Class Roster
Name

Parents

Elder Partner

Allister Banasiak
Anna Brown
Molly Brown
Graham Duncan
Ben Giles
James McNiel
David Salyer
Charles Van Otten
Talen Waddle

Mark & Rhonda
Maggie
Maggie
Marshall & Kelly
Scott & Julie
Mark & Debbie
Eric & Jeanne
Charles & Liz
Jim & Julie

Eric Salyer
Kristi Kimmell
Pixie McCord-Mills
Craig Schryver
Millie Armstrong
Liz Thomas
Rhonda Banasiak
Gail Hudson
Bill Moser
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Congregational Survey Concerning Handicap Accessibility to
First Presbyterian Church
The ad-hoc Committee on Handicap Accessibility would appreciate your completion
of the brief survey below in order to assist us in our efforts to make the church accessible
to all of God’s children.
(1) Are you aware of any current members or visitors with physical handicaps which
restrict their access to the education building and/or sanctuary?
Y___ N___
(2) Given the current age distribution in the church, do you expect in the future that
increased numbers of members will need handicap-access accommodations in
order to worship at First Presbyterian?
Y___ N___
(3) Are you aware that a full handicap accessibility study was completed by an outside consultant during summer 2018?
Y___ N___
(4) The consultant’s report, available on Realm, made numerous recommendations,
some small and some more significant. We are of course exempt from Federal
ADA requirements, but the Subcommittee on Handicap Accessibility believes
that fulfilling God’s mission requires the church to fulfill as many of those recommendations as financially feasible while keeping in mind the historic character
of First Presbyterian.
Do you agree?
Y____ N___
(5) We believe that all people regardless of our abilities, or limitations are created
in the image of the Creator God. The Presbyterian Church has set as a policy
goal to eliminate classifications and embrace our true unity in Christ. The need
to be in community with people with disabilities, who have often times been excluded from the church, must be addressed, confessed, righted, and confirmed
by congregations in the Presbyterian Church. Would you personally be comfortable implementing the consultant’s recommendation to remove a portion of one
or more pews to accommodate handicap members and visitors?
Y___ N___
(6) Do you believe the subcommittee on handicap accessibility should hold a
church-wide dialog similar to the process used two years ago regarding revisions in the marriage policy?
Y____ N___
Feel free to copy if you would like to make additional comments on back or you can
add comments below. Thank you.
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VBS REGISTRATION
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VBS 2019 REGISTRATION
JUNE 23-27 SUNDAY-THURSDAY

CHILD’S NAME ___________________________________________
Birth date: _______ Grade completed: ____ Age: _____ Boy/Girl circle
Parent First & Last name: ______________________________________

Address:___________________________________________Zip______
Cell phone:____________________Email ___________________________________
Emergency Contact: _____________________________________________________
Emergency 2 Phone Numbers:______________________ or ____________________
Relation to child __________________
Special needs or allergies: ________________________________________________
Person responsible for Pick up: ____________________________________________
Their Phone Number: ____________________________________________________
Relation to child: ________________________________________________________
Are there siblings in this VBS? __________
List their names: ________________________________________________________
T-shirt size: __child XS(size 2-4)___Child S (6-8)____Child M (10-12) ___Child L (14-16)___ Child XL(16+)
___ Adult S ____Adult M
___ Adult L
___Adult XL

I agree to allow photos of my child to be used in church presentational materials. __yes___no
How did you hear about our VBS? __________________________________________
Are there other siblings or friends that will be dismissed with your child? ___yes ___no
If so, list their names: ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Any special notes or comments:_____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Welcome to VBS 2019 at First Presbyterian Church!
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
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Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it. Proverbs 6
Events for May:
Mother’s Day: May 12
Wishing all of our mothers the very best!
“God could not be everywhere, and therefore he made mothers.” Rudyard Kipling
VBS News:
• Sign up for students and volunteers. Registration is on our church website, or forms can be
picked up in the church office.
• All children ages Pre-K-5th grade (upcoming grades for the Fall) need to fill out a registration form so
T-shirts can be ordered.
• Leaders Guides are available in the Education Office.
• See Dianne York if you have not picked up your Guide before the training date, or if you need any information.
Looking ahead:
Teacher Appreciation Lunch: June 2.
VBS Training for volunteers following the lunch.
MS-HS students needed to help with the music, see Ms. Liz Thomas.
Sunday School Classes 9-9:45
ADULTS-all classes meet from 9:9:45am. Choose the one that is best for you.
NEW! YOUNG ADULT CLASS-couples and singles meet for a Contemporary Bible Study.
LIBRARY CLASS-adult class focusing on Current Events and how they play into the goals of Christian life.
FRIENDSHIP CLASS-a class of women studying the Bible and relating it to their lives.
BROTHERHOOD CLASS-a class of men studying the Bible and relating it to their lives.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Sunday Night Meetings
May 4, Youth Sunday Practice 2-4pm
May 5, Youth Sunday 9-11am & from 4-6pm we will
meet @ AOC & travel to Golly G’s for ice cream.
Please bring $$.
May 11, Day Hike, see Mark or Mikey for details.
May 12, MOTHER’S DAY-No Youth Group
May 19, 4-6pm Youth Group-We will go to the City
Forum. Drop off and pickup at City Forum.
May 26, MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND-No Youth
Group
If you have questions call Mikey @ (931) 216-0975.

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Sunday Night Meetings
May 4, Youth Sunday Practice 2-4pm
May 5, Youth Sunday 9-11am & from 4-6pm we will
meet @ AOC & travel to Golly G’s for ice cream.
Please bring $$.
May 11, Day Hike, see Mark or Mikey for details.
May 12, MOTHER’S DAY-No Youth Group
May 19, 4-6pm Youth Group-We will go to the City
Forum. Drop off and pickup at City Forum.
May 26, MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND-No Youth
Group
If you have questions, contact Mark Banasiak @ 9808185.
More youth information on page XX.

2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

9:15am Preschool

Program
10am Bible Study
6pm Handbells
6:30 Senior Highs @
Chick Fil A
7pm Adult Choir
5

Youth Sunday

Communion
8:45am Called Session
Meeting
Confirmands presented

6

7

12

13

15

14
Martha Circle
5pm Yoga

19

9am Town Hall
6pm Session

10am Bible Study
11am L&F ground

5pm Theology on Tap 5pm Yoga

12:30pm PW

No Youth Group

8

breaking
6pm Handbells
6:30 Senior Highs @
Chick Fil A
7pm Adult Choir

@ Don Pablo’s

5pm Theology on Tap 7pm Night Circle

10am Bible Study
6pm Handbells
6:30 Senior Highs @
Chick Fil A
7pm Adult Choir

@ Don Pablo’s

20

9:15am Preschool
Graduation
10:00am PreK
Graduation

21

22

10am Bible Study
Preschool Picnic 6pm Handbells
6:30 Senior Highs @
Chick Fil A
7pm Adult Choir

5pm Theology on Tap 5pm Yoga

No Youth Group

27 OFFICE
CLOSED

28

29

10am Bible Study
6pm Handbells
6:30 Senior Highs @
Chick Fil A
7pm Adult Choir

ALWAYS
REMEMBER

Thu
2

8:30am Yoga
Noon Staff Meeting
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Fri
3

Sat
4

2-4pm Youth

Sunday Practice

9

10

11

16

17

18

24

25

8:30am Yoga
Noon Staff Meeting

8:30am Yoga
9:15am Preschool

Graduation
Noon Staff Meeting

Deadline for
newsletter
information
23

8:30am Yoga
Noon Staff Meeting

30

8:30am Yoga
Noon Staff Meeting

2pm Matt’s
Recital

CMCSS Graduations
Begin
Office Closed for
carpet installation

@ Don Pablo’s
26

This calendar can be printed up to
two weeks before the beginning of
the month, please check Google
Calendar for updates and changes.

Office Closed for
carpet installation
31

CELEBRATE, CELEBRATE!!!
FPC Learning Center 2019
Graduates!!
Zac Klosterman
Anthony Lenio
Lily Schrump
Justin Wallace
Melanie Wojnarek

FPC Church 2019
Graduates!!
HIGH SCHOOL
Tabitha Lee

Clarksville
Academy

You make us proud! We know
God has great plans for you.

COLLEGE & FURTHER
Jon Harvey

Clarksville
Police Academy

Sarah Hedstrom
Daniel Nolan
Kyle Primesing

UTK Masters
in Social Work

UTC Bachelors
in Civil Engineering
APSU Nursing
Degree

BIRTHDAYS
Reg Lowe (1st)
Caroline Giles (1st)
Grace Briggs (2nd)
Jon Harvey (3rd)
Cannon Rice (3rd)
Patty Orr (4th)
Dorris Comer (5th)
Gary Norris (8th)
Paul Havens (8th)
Tim Harvey (11th)
Will Arrington (12th)
Larry McLeod (14th)
Russ Orr (15th)
Bonnie Mackens (16th)

Tommy Burney (17th)
Megan Shingler (17th)
Seth Sitter (17th)
Greg Guinn (18th)
Micki Daugherty (18th)
Marshall Duncan (18th)
David Salyer (18th)
Daniel Ellis (21st)
Jeanne Salyer (23rd)
Robert Grigsby (28th)
Mary Wright (28th)
Karen Goggin (30th)

If you don’t see your name listed, please
let the church office know your date!
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Name:

Funeral Service Preferences
In the event of my death, I would like to make the following advanced planning directives related
to my funeral service. I would like my family and pastors to have the following information available to them for the planning of my funeral.
The Service
1. Scripture passage for message (feel free to share why this scripture is meaningful to you).

2. Other favorite passages from the Bible (or other poems and readings).

3. Hymns and Songs for the funeral service.

4. Committal service (in the funeral service or at the graveside).
Participants
5. Officiant/Pastor (current pastors of my church are assumed unless otherwise noted)
6. Organist, accompanist, soloist(s) (note all music not included in #3)

7. Pallbearers (name preferences):
8. Lunch / fellowship / reception:
Family: Past, Present, and Future
9. I would like my pastor to know the following about my life and family (include significant
dates, events, life experiences):

10. By means of the funeral service, I would like my family, friends, and descendants to know
the following:

11. Other preferences for my funeral service.

Please feel free to copy and use the back of the form.

Memorial Garden
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