December
2013

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW PASTOR
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.” (Luke 2:10)
It seems especially appropriate that my ministry among
you begins with a message of Christmas Joy, echoing the
angel’s glad tidings to the shepherds about the birth of our
Savior, Christ the Lord. Where better to begin than with an
invitation to visit the manger, to come and see for
ourselves that God has come to us in our lowly
estate? Whatever needs we have, whatever dark nights
we are facing, the light of Christ will certainly overcome them. We take
courage and seize hope, because Christ dispels all darkness and brings forth
the bright dawn of a brand new day!
I must take this opportunity to say how very humbled and deeply grateful I am
that you have called me to be your pastor. I know from the remarkable,
diligent people you chose to represent you on the Pastor Nominating
Committee and from your awesome staff that this is truly a wonderful
church. I have heard so many great things about you that I cannot wait to
meet each of you in person! I am especially looking forward to visiting with
each of you over the coming year to hear what God has been doing in your
life. Along with you, I must also express my appreciation to Dave Handley for
his strong interim pastoral leadership, his shepherd’s heart, and his life of
prayer. I know that you have been blessed by his ministry and by your
previous pastors David Forney, Meg Flanagan, and George Gracey.
George obviously left an incredible and enduring legacy through his ministry
with you. I cannot even begin to try to fill their shoes, but I already know even
before I have met you that I will love you deeply and be blessed profoundly by
sharing life in Christ with you. You have already made an impact on me.
So, until I see you again on Epiphany (January 6), I will be praying for
you. May you and yours be blessed with a holy Advent and joyous Christmas
this year.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Greg Glover
(see page 3 for information on Greg and his family)
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Pastoral
Care
PLEASE KEEP IN
YOUR PRAYERS
Long
Long--term Care:

First
Presbyterian
Church

Jim Crosby
Heidi Hedstrom
Joel Thomas
Judy Mackens
Becky Keene
Don Atkins
Jane Briggs
Celia Ambrester
Sara Brooks
Fran Swartz

Family Members:
213 Main Street, Clarksville, TN 37040
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
ON THE WEB AT
www.fpcclarksville.org
TELEPHONE
Voice: 931-645-6551
OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

Jen Simons, Ashley
Gallaher’s mother
Steve Hannahs, Charlie
Patterson’s brother-in-law
Laura Layton, Linda
Guinn’s sister

Deaths:
Lewis Hyatt, son of Dr.
Paul Hyatt
Barbara Ann Arnold,
mother of Scott Giles
Mekia Hickman's sister
(Mekia is in our choir)

Sunday
School
Classes
Classes for all ages
meet each Sunday,
9:45-10:45 am
in the Christian
Education building.

CHILD CARE
is provided for infants
and toddlers on the
2nd floor.

PRESCHOOL
2-year-olds through
Kindergarten meet on
the 2nd floor

CHILDREN &
YOUTH
1st through 12th
graders meet on the
4th floor

ADULTS
4 different
classes meet on the
2nd and 3rd floors

TO NOTIFY THE CHURCH OF ILLNESS, HOSPITALIZATION, BIRTH, DEATH, OR PRAYER
REQUEST, CONTACT NEESA TROTTER AT 931-645-6551 or FPCClarksville@gmail.com
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~ REV. DR. GREGORY L. GLOVER ~
Pastor Greg was born in April 1966 and grew up in West Tennessee. His parents currently live in
Dyersburg, TN. Greg graduated from Union University in Jackson, TN in 1988. While at Union, he met
Beth Rix, a music major, and they married in June 1987. Greg attended Princeton Theological Seminary in
Princeton, NJ, where he was awarded the Master of Divinity in 1991 and his PhD in Biblical Studies/Old
Testament in 1999. Beth completed her Master in Education at Rutgers University. The Glovers has two
children, Grace age 19 and Christina age 12. Greg served as pastor of Southminster Presbyterian Church,
Indianapolis, IN, from June 2003 until the present. He led that church in a $1.2 million renovations,
created a state-of-the-art childcare facility, and established a new associate
pastor and business administrator position. Pastor Greg is a successful grant
writer, landing grants for strategic planning, information technology, and
playground equipment. He has a passion for preaching and teaching the
Scripture to nurture faith and inspire hope. Greg is passionate about God’s
mission in our world and has a heart for the poor.
QUOTE FROM GREG
I am excited about the opportunity to serve the people of First
Presbyterian Church, Clarksville, TN. Your Pastor Nominating
Committee has made me feel like I am coming home at last.
I have been impressed with your sense of mission and purpose: your participation in Loaves
and Fishes, Room in the Inn, your Service Committee, youth mission trips, and all the rest! I
love that make room for the little children with a preschool. How can I say enough about your
awesome choir and music program? Then there’s the architecture. Beth and I literally stood in
awe at the jaw-dropping beauty of your historic sanctuary.
You know by now that I love Bible study, so I was happy to see that
you also value Christian Education, providing opportunities for all
ages with such obvious commitment. I was warmed by the stories of
how you care for one another and the testimony that Middle
Tennessee friends who know you give regarding your genuine love for
God.
I look forward with hope to serving our Lord Jesus Christ together
and discovering what the Holy Spirit has in store for you and us in this
next chapter of our journey together!”
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~ SERMONS AND PREACHING SCHEDULE ~
Sunday Morning Schedule: Worship at 8:30 & 11:00; Sunday School for all ages 9:45-10:30.
Dec. 1

Rev. Greg Glover, our new pastor will preach his first sermon here, “A Christmas Promise for the
‘Top of Tennessee’” from Isaiah 2:1-5 and Matthew 24:36-44. Communion will be served by
intinction, with congregation coming forward. A brief reception will be held after 8:30 and 11:00
worship in the fellowship hall so that folks can meet Greg and his family.

December 8 Pastor John David Laida “The Fullness of Time: how God Prepared the World for the Coming of
Jesus” from Galatians 4:1-7. At 4:30 pm we will have our Christmas Music Program with Dinner
following (see article at bottom of this page to know what dish you should bring).
December 15 Pastor John David Laida “The Word Was Made Flesh; How the Birth of a Baby Changed the
Course of the World” from John 1:11-18. Also 10:30 am Children’s Christmas Musical in the
sanctuary and the Advent Craft Festival at 12:15 pm in the fellowship hall.
December 22 Pastor John David Laida “The Latest Word from God” from Hebrews 1:1-8.
December 24 Christmas Eve Candle-lighting Services: 4:30 pm Pastor John David Laida will reflect on
“Twas the Night Before Christmas” from Luke 1:30-37; 6:00 pm “The Cradle That Rocked the
World” from Luke 2:8-20.
December 29 Jennifer Boyd “Wise Men and Lords ‘a Leaping: the Rest of Christmas” from Matthew 2:1-12.
January 5

Pastor John David Laida “What Our New Pastor Can Expect from the Congregation; and What
the Congregation Can Expect from the New Pastor” from II Timothy 1:1-8.

~ CHRISTMAS MUSIC PROGRAM~
You won't want to miss this year's Christmas Concert on December 8th at 4:30! Our program will begin with J.S.
Bach's Cantata #142 "To Us A Child is Born", performed by our Adult Choir, a string quartet from APSU and
organ. The middle of the program will feature our Children's Choir and our Handbells. The program will
conclude with Robert Shaw's Many Moods of Christmas Suite 3, which is a medley of best-loved Christmas carols
sung by our Adult Choir, with orchestra accompaniment provided by strings, flute, trumpet, percussion, and
organ.

~ POTLUCK CHRISTMAS DINNER ~
Following the 4:30 music program on Dec. 8, we will enjoy the annual Christmas Dinner in the
fellowship hall (around 5:30 pm). Ham, turkey, dressing, gravy, mashed potatoes, corn casserole, rolls
and drink will be provided. The rest will be covered dish. If your last name begins with:
A-L please bring an extra large vegetable dish (10-12 servings)
M-Q please bring an extra large dessert (10-12 servings)
R-Z please bring an extra large salad dish (10-12 servings)
Dishes may be dropped off on the kitchen serving window or placed in the refrigerator before
worship on Dec. 8. Please bring pies, cakes, gelatin salads, etc. ALREADY CUT. Put your name on
EVERY item you bring (lids, casserole dishes, serving spoons, etc.) because folks frequently have
identical bake ware.

Page 5

~ PNC FINAL UPDATE, DECEMBER 2013 ~
We are celebrating for sure! Praise the Lord! On Sunday November 17th we had 194 votes to elect Dr Gregory Glover
as our 17th Pastor at First Presbyterian Church. (No opposing votes.) We are hearing positive excitement from our
church members and that makes us all very happy. There will be some extra brochures about the Glovers at the church
if you need one to share with friends or family.
If you would like to host a small group gathering to
meet Greg in January, February, or March, please
contact any member of the PNC.* These gatherings
will be a great way to get to know Greg, and for him to
begin to learn his new church family members.
On Sunday December 1st Greg will be here preaching
for one Sunday only. We will have a short reception
after both services so you can meet Pastor Greg and his
family. At the reception we would like to take your
family photo as you go thru the line. We will be giving
these photos only to Greg (don’t worry it won’t be
published), to help him begin to put faces with names in
the weeks to come. Greg’s first day in the office will be
Monday January 6th.
Your PNC thanks you again for your support and patience over the past 22 month journey. We would also like to
thank Pastor Dave for his untiring service and great support to our church during this period.
Diane Miner, PNC Chairperson
*Pastor Nominating Committee: Rhonda Banasiak, Don Beck, Kelly Duncan, Steve Griffey, Susan Marks, Sam Mills,
Diane Miner, Scott Sitter, Vicki Wallace.

~ GEORGE GRACEY HONORED ~
Nearly 200 were in attendance for the 25th Anniversary Banquet of
Clarksville's Pastoral Counseling Center on October 25. In 1988, Rev. George
Gracey saw the need for affordable pastoral counseling in Clarksville. He and a
handful of other pastors made the connection with the Pastoral Counseling
Centers of Tennessee, based in Nashville (PCCT).
Over the years, countless numbers of people, from all economic and
faith backgrounds, have been helped to "be made strong in the broken
places" (Hemingway). Those who have the ability to pay normal rates for
quality counseling help to balance those who need subsidy. Donations and grants
have also helped to establish the Pastoral Counseling Center of Clarksville as service
for all.
On October 20, First Presbyterian Church was blessed by a moving sermon from
guest preacher Rev. Dr. Craig Wascovich, "The Healing Power of Forgiveness," from
Paul's letter to the Philippians 4:1-9. Dr. Wascovich is the pastoral counselor at the
center, located at the First Christian Church on Madison Street, and can be reached
at 931-648-9009.
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~ PASTOR JOHN DAVID LAIDA TO PREACH DURING ADVENT ~
(See page 4 for sermon themes and texts.)
We are privileged to have Pastor John David Laida as our Advent and Christmas
preacher. Pastor Laida served as senior pastor of the 4,000 member First Baptist Church of
Clarksville with great distinction for 28 years, from 1960-1988. Reared on a dairy farm in
upstate New York, Pastor Laida was educated at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Gordon
College of Boston, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, and did graduate
study at Harvard University. Since retirement, he has served as interim pastor in 33
churches.
He is a World War II veteran, Chaplain (Major) in the U.S. Army, 30th Infantry combat in
Europe, served with the 100th Airborne Parachute Division, and the Army reserves. Pastor
Laida is married to wife Elizabeth, and they are blessed with four daughters: Debbie, Susan,
Connie, and Gayle.

~ MAPLEMERE CAROLING ~
You are invited to join us as we carol around the Maplemere and Glenwood neighborhoods.
Meet at C. David & Susan Elliott’s home, 115 Maplemere Dr., on Thurs. Dec. 19, 5:00 pm.
~ CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING ~
We will receive the Offering during worship on Sunday, December 22. The offering will be distributed to the
Board of Pensions for its assistance programs and to the national M inistries Division to fund d

education at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
~ MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS ~
The Local Witness Committee will place the order for Poinsettias. Names of those in memoriam (or in honor
of) along with donors will be listed in the bulletin on
Dec. 22. All you do is make a donation to the FPC
Memorial Garden Fund and let the church know your
loved one’s name. The deadline to have names listed in
the bulletin is 12:00 noon on Tuesday, December 17.

Oct. W
ed. Nig
h
and St t Supper
udies
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~ DECORATING FOR ADVENT ~
Everyone is invited to join the Worship Committee in decorating and hanging greenery in the sanctuary and
outside the front of the church on Saturday morning beginning at 9 am on November 30.

~ ANGEL TREE ~
We have the opportunity to share God’s love and our good fortune with some children right here in
Clarksville. We will once again participate in the Angel Tree project organized by the Salvation Army. The
“tree” is hung in the hall outside the church office. Please select an angel from the tree. Return your
unwrapped gift with the paper angel attached as soon as possible but no later than Sunday 12/8/13. Gifts
will be collected in the history room. Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting this annual
project.
~ ROOM IN THE INN ~
Room in the Inn runs Nov.-Mar. Please keep this ministry in your prayers. Volunteer hosts prepare, serve, and clean up an
evening meal with 10 guests. The program is held at the AOC on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Call Tom Presler, 647-4286,
or Bill Hutton, 648-1119, for additional information.

~ OFFERING ENVELOPES ~
Those who indicated on their pledge card that they would like to have offering envelopes for 2014, please locate their box
on the table outside the church office (on or before Dec. 29). Boxes will be alphabetized according to last names. Please
throw away your 2013 envelopes to avoid confusion on your 2013 and 2014 contributions. Anyone else who would like to
have envelopes should contact Connie Parker at conniep64@gmail.com or 645-6551.

~ CONGRATUALTIONS TO NEWLY ELECTED ELDER S, CLASS OF 2016. ELDER
EXAMINATION AND ORDINATION WILL BE JANUARY 19 ~
Congratulations to our new elders: Christina Barnett, Elynor Busler, Matthew Dye, Steve Gallaher, Steve
Miner, Mary Kaylyn Posey, Mary Linn Sadler, Denice Williamson, and Gordon Woodson.

~ PLANNING DAY IS SET FOR JANUARY 25 ~
We will begin meeting at 9:00 am in the fellowship hall. This is a day when all committees and the session
come together to plan programs and events for 2014. It is an excellent time to join a committee and become
more involved at FPC. See the January newsletter or call Neesa Trotter in the church office, 645 -6551, to find
out what each committee does.

Lunch

time w

alkers
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~ SUNDAY SCHOOL APPETIZER ~
The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring a new series of Sunday School classes. During the fall the
classes have been meeting every other month for a three week period. Each session covers a different topic. The
last series for 2013 is as follows:
“Heaven or Hell: What is your final destination?”
All taught by Rhonda Banasiak based on Erasing Hell by F. Chan and Love Wins by R. Bell
Week One- January 12
Week Two- January 19
Week Three- January 26
We will meet in the Seekers Classroom on the 2nd floor.

~ ADVENT CRAFT FAIR DEC. 15 ~
It is getting close to that time of year again. We will be hosting our annual Advent Craft Fair on
Sunday, December 15. The fair will be held in the fellowship hall following 11:00 worship at 12:15
pm. Smocks will be provided to go over the kids clothes. A light lunch will be available. Heather
Thurman, director of the fair, will have crafts on display outside the church office in mid November.
Kids can have fun while being creative, making family Christmas gifts. This year, parents will have the
option to sign your kids up (age 3 & older) to be dropped off, giving parents 2 hours to shop, go to
lunch, or just to have a little free time. I hope everyone can “save the date” and come let the kids
enjoy making crafts. And of course, we do expect a special visitor from the North Pole!
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~ CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS ~
Christmas Food Baskets will be packaged and delivered on Saturday, December 21, beginning at 9 a.m.
We need volunteers to help pack and deliver. On Friday at 4 pm, volunteers are needed to sort /count
food, set up boxes and put name tags on them. Volunteers can also put fruit into smaller bags.
This list of items is an attempt to provide healthier, easy-to-prepare foods. Also the prices and the items
to be donated cost about $10 per family. This list provides specific sizes which we used to figure costs,
but other sizes are acceptable as we will prepare baskets for individuals as well as large families...all who
are in great need! Sunday School classes and the Service Committee will provide cereal, fresh fruit, eggs,
butter, and chicken for each basket [Friendship Class, cereal; Brotherhood Class, oranges; Explorers
Class, crackers; Gospel Class, rice].
Donations can be left in the fellowship hall area where tables & chairs are stored (or in the church office).

If your last
name starts
with:

Please provide these items to help
families in need:

A

Peanut butter (28 oz.)
Jam (18 oz.)

B-C

5 cans beans (15 oz. cans) (pintos, navy,
kidney, pork-n-beans, black-eyed peas)

D-G

5 cans peaches (1 lb. cans)

H-J

5 jars applesauce (50 oz. jars) or 5 multipacks of applesauce

K-L

5 cans soup

M-N

2 bags apples

O-R

5 cans meat (tuna, chicken, spam, etc.) or 5
multi-packs of Vienna sausage

S-Z

4 cans corn (15 oz. cans)
Fresh, whole almonds (1 lb.)

Notes about nutrition!

Jam has more fruit, less sugars.

Fruit with no sugar added or in lite
syrup provides better nutrition.

Cans with pull-tops are great for
families without can openers!
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~ RECORDED WORSHIP SERVICES ON OUR WEBSITE ~
The Communications Committee wants you to know that if you miss worship on Sundays and would like to hear
the service, please go on the website (www.fpcclarksville.org). All of our services are downloaded to the website,
so check it out!
~ MEN’S MONTHLY BREAKFAST ~
All men, all ages, are invited to participate in conversations about life and faith! Meet on Monday,
December 2 at 7:00 am at the Shoney’s on the corner of Kraft Street and 2nd Street. A brief
devotional follows the meal.
~ P RE S B Y T E RI A N P R A Y E R C H A I N ~
Members of our congregation regularly pray for each other! We have a Prayer Chain via e-mail to share concerns
and celebrations. If you would like to be a part of the group, please contact waddleiread@gmail.com to be added
to the mailing list. Also, if at any time you would like the group to join you in prayer, please send information to
Ann Waddle via e-mail or phone 931-624-2597 and she will add it to our list of prayer concerns.
~ WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY ~
You are invited to join the group who gather for Bible study on Wed. each week at 10 am.
~ THEOLOGY ON TAP ~
TonT is a group that meets each Monday at 5 pm @ Guadalajara Grill on Riverside Dr. Come, join us
on December 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 for conversations about theology and real life!
~FREE YOGA CLASSES ~
Our free Yoga Class is restorative and
involves gentle stretching and basic poses. Students are encouraged to wear clothing that is comfortable but not
too loose. Poses are done barefoot. Mats and blocks
are available in the fellowship hall where we meet on Tuesdays from 5:30-6:30 pm. newcomers are always
welcome!
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~ PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ~
Presbyterian Women will be helping Loaves and Fishes with their Jingle Bells Food Drive in December. Please bring
canned goods and/or monetary gifts to our Christmas luncheon December 2 at 12:30 in Fellowship Hall. If you can't come
to the luncheon, drop off your donations to the church office during the first week of December.
Our December 2 luncheon will feature a devotional, good food, fellowship, and a program of Christmas music with Leo
Adames. We will also have the story of Mizpah. Please sign up on the bulletin board by Nov. 27, note if you need child
care, and come join us..
The catered menu will be baked ham with mashed potatoes, green bean bundles, diner rolls, pecan pie, coffee,
tea, and lemonade.
ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH are also invited to be part of one of the small groups for monthly study and fellowship
through Presbyterian Women Circles. The Deborah Circle meets every Monday at 9:00 am on the 2nd floor (Dec. 2, 9 &
16). Childcare is provided. The Morning Circle meets monthly on the first Tuesday (Dec. 3) at 10 am. The Martha Circle
meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday (Dec. 10) at 12:30 pm. The Night Circle meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday (Dec. 10)
and for Dec. only will meet at 6:30 pm at the Blackhorse Restaurant.

~ CHURCH OFFICE CLOSINGS ~
The office will close at noon on Christmas Eve and will be closed all day Christmas, December 25 and New
Year’s Day, January 1.

~ LOUISIANS SAT. NITE — A BIG THANK YOU FROM LOAVES & FISHES ~
.The Loaves and Fishes Board, Friends of Loaves and Fishes and the many volunteers who serve in our soup kitchen
extends to the First Presbyterian Congregation a BIG thank-you for helping make "Louisiana Saturday Nite" a success. We
are grateful for the tickets that you bought, those that were sponsors and for those who helped us serve that night. It
takes volunteers and a lot of food and monetary gifts to
keep Loaves and Fishes going six days a week. Loaves and
Fishes average feeding daily between 175-200 individuals
and families.
Please know, that we are honored to be housed at First
Presbyterian Church and for the continual support you
provide to us.
Sincerely.
Jill Crow, Chair

~ MEMORIALS ~

Tom Coffman

David and Ellen Kanervo
Leon and Pat Sitter

John Bartee and John Brown

David and Ellen Kanervo

Barbara Arnold

Mark and Marcia Williams
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YOUTH HIGHLIGHTS
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Sun. Dec. 1, No Youth Group meeting.
Sun. Dec. 8, 4:30 pm Christmas Cantata in the sanctuary followed by the
Christmas Dinner at 5:30 pm.
Sun. Dec. 15, 12:10-2:30 pm, Help with the Craft Fair. A light lunch will be
available in the fellowship hall.
4-6:00 pm, Youth Group—devotion and play games @ the AOC
Sun. Dec. 22, 4-6:00 pm, Youth Group—devotion and play
games @ the AOC.

Sun. Dec. 29, 4-6:00 pm, Youth Group—After a
devotion we will go out to eat at a fastfood restaurant, so please bring $$.

a
g
n
i
r
B
!
friend

If you have questions, contact MIKEY DAHLKE at (931) 216-0975

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Sun. Dec. 1, No Youth Group meeting.
Sun. Dec. 8, 4:30 pm Christmas Cantata in the sanctuary followed by the
Christmas Dinner at 5:30 pm.

Sun. Dec. 15, 12:10-2:30 pm Help with the Craft Fair in the
fellowship hall. A light lunch will be available.
4-6 pm, Youth Group @ the AOC.
Sun. Dec. 22, 4-6 pm, Youth Group @ the AOC.
Sun. Dec. 29, 4-6 pm, Youth Group @ the AOC.
Wednesdays, Dec. 4, 11, 18, 6:30 pm—we will fellowship and have
supper at Bojangles on Madison St. –bring $$ for the meal.
If you have questions, contact Mark Banasiak at 980-8185.

CLUB
345
SUNDAYS
DEC. 8 & 22
CALLING
ALL
3rd, 4th, & 5th
GRADERS!
Join Bessie
Grimaldi on
Sundays
Dec. 8 & 22 from
2:00-3:45 pm for
snacks, a
devotion, and
games in the
AOC.
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December 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1 Communion
Greg Glover, our
new Pastor preaches
& reception follows
in the fellowship hall

2 7 am Men’s
Breakfast
9:00 am
Deborah Circle
11:30 PW
Board
12:30 PW lunch
5 pm T. on Tap

3
10 am Morning
Circle

4
10 am Bible
Study
2:30-8 pm
Disciple Study
6:30pm Senior
Highs at ChickFil-A

5

6

7

8
Deadline to return
Angel tree gifts
2-3:45 pm Club 345
No Youth Groups
4:30 pm Christmas
Music Program
5:30 pm Dinner

9 9am Deborah
Circle
4pm Property
Comm. meets
5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap @
Guadalajara
Grill

10 12:30 pm
Martha Circle
2:00 pm
Congregational
Care Comm,
5:30 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Night
Circle at
Blackhorse

11
10 am Bible
Study
2:30-8 pm
Disciple Study
6:30pm Senior
Highs at Chick
Fil-A

12

13

14

15 10:30 am
Children’s Musical
12:10 pm Craft Fair
(Youth Groups will
assist w/the Fair)
4-6:00 pm Youth
Groups @ AOC
5:00 pm Committees
6:00 pm Session

16 9:00 am
Deborah Circle
5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap @
Guadalajara
Grill

17
12:00 noon
Poinsettia
deadline
5:30 pm Yoga

18 10 am
Bible Study
2:30-8 pm
Disciple Study
6:30pm Senior
Highs @ Chick
Fil A

19

20

21
9:00 am
Packing of
Food Baskets in
the fellowship
hall (delivery to
follow)

22 Joy Offering
10:30 am Children’s
Nativity Pageant
2-3:45pm Club 345
4-6:00 pm Youth
Groups @ AOC

23

25

26

27

28

5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap

24 Church
Office closes at
12:00 noon
4:30 & 6:00
pm Candlelighting
Services

29
4-6 pm Youth
Groups @ AOC
(Middle School
bring $ for supper)

30

31

5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap

5:30 pm Yoga

No Youth Groups

5:30 pm Yoga

Merry
Christmas!

(Church office
closed)

Thu

Fri

5:00 pm
Maplemere
Christmas
Caroling

Sat
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~ SESSION MEETING SUMMARY ~
Meeting November 17, 2013
The meeting was opened with the lighting of the Christ candle by Rev. Dave Handley with an opening reflection and
prayer by Arland Batson on Psalm 46:10.
Several people shared their "Good News Reports". Amy Lewellen circulated a sign-up sheet for Sunday, December 1
and January 5 (by intinction).
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Laura Black reported that training on the sacrament of communion will be provided to
elementary children on Feb. 23 by Liz Thomas and Laura Black. 30 adults, 10 children participated in Fall Special
Studies. 4 confirmands will be commissioned in January (tentative date Jan. 26) and a special session meeting will be
called for their examination (date tba).
COMMUNICATIONS: Leong Lee gave a power point presentation on the progress of the website. The updated content
will now be provided by committee chairs, staff, Leong, and Eric Salyer.
CONGREGATIONAL CARE: Carolyn Raymond reported. Maggie Brown will coordinate hospital visits during the
month of December when we will be without a pastor. The Worship Committee recommends we have homebound
communion served in Feb., May., Aug., and Nov. in 2014. Cards and care packages continue to be sent out to college
students. The Committee welcomes donated items to go in the care packages.
FELLOWSHIP: Chip Connell reported the committee will prepare turkey, ham, dressing, corn casseroles, creamed
potatoes, gravy, rolls and drinks for the Christmas Dinner on Dec. 8. The congregation is asked to bring food dishes to
compliment the meal.
FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP: Tom Graves reported expenses year to date are greater than income. Nov. 24 is the
"Estimated Giving" (pledge) Sunday. All those who have not signed a card, will receive a phone call from a member of
the Stewardship Committee.
NEW MEMBER & VISITOR OUTREACH: Arland Batson reported the committee met with the Worship Committee to
coordinate a "greeter" ministry.
PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Todd Harvey reported evaluations on Greg Glover, our new minister, will be done 3, 6, and 9
months initially. Todd expressed his thanks to Dave Handley for his direction and dedicated service during the 2-year
interim period.
PROPERTY: Tracy Jackson reported on building repair issues.
PNC: Scott Sitter thanked Pastor Dave for his service to our congregation.
PW: Sue Reynolds reported the next PW luncheon would be Dec. 2.
PRESBYTERY: Tracy Jackson and Carolyn Riggins were elected as commissioners to attend the next meeting to be
held at the Downtown Presbyterian Church in Nashville on Feb. 1.
SERVICE COMMITTEE: Sue Reynolds reported the committee is interviewing 20-30 clients per week and $1000-1500
is going out weekly.
(continued)
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WORSHIP: Jane Wallace reported that pulpit supply in December will be by John Laida and Jen Boyd. Training for
elders regarding communion will be provided during Planning Day, Saturday, Jan. 25. Ken Gillespie and Sue Reynolds
will be available for pastoral care and/or funerals if needed.
NEW BUSINESS: Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously for New Elder Examination (9:45 am) and
Ordination & Installation (11:00 am) Sunday to be January 19.
Session will meet in December on the 15th and
Pastor Dave will check with the Presbytery to see
if the Clerk of Session can moderate since we will
not have a minister during December.
The meeting closed at 7:20 pm with a corporate
benediction.
Dave Handley, Moderator
Ivy Prall, Clerk of Session
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