September
2013

Getting Ready for a New Beginning
September 7, 9-noon, important seminar/discussion anticipating a new
pastor. Breakfast served at 8:00 a.m.
“Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea and a path through
the mighty waters: ‘I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it?’” (Isaiah 43:16,19)

When the new pastor arrives, it will be an exciting new beginning for our
congregation. The Pastor Nominating Committee has been meeting
weekly to review the Personal Information Forms of several well qualified candidates. They
have gotten quite good at this daunting task of discernment. There are prepared questions
for each candidate, designed by nine members of our congregation*. Interviews are
conducted through video conferencing. Candidates who “make the cut” first time around,
get a second Skype video interview, but not before the committee has listened to several of
the candidates’ sermons. If there is growing enthusiasm for the candidates at this time, they
are invited to come for a face-to-face visit with the committee and preach at a church in the
area where the committee can hear him or her. See Diane Miner’s article in the newsletter
for an update on the search.
With the new pastor’s arrival will come inevitable adjustments on the part of the
congregation, and changes that test the openness of the church to grow. In this process of
growth the Session, Committees, and Pastor will comprise a leadership team. Good
communication will be essential--among the leadership team, among congregational
members, and between the leadership team and congregation. THIS IS WHY OUR
“HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS” SEMINAR ON SEPTEMBER 7 IS SO
IMPORTANT. Three hours of your time could make an important difference in the
success of the new pastor.
Our seminar leader will be Pastor Skip Armistead, of the Hilldale United Methodist Church
and a certified trainer of this consulting service. The principles learned here are also
applicable to work situations and our own nuclear families. Presentations and video case
studies will be interspersed with table discussions, and ample break times. Join us as we get
ready for a new beginning.
*Members of the Pastor Nominating Committee: Rhonda Banasiak, Don Beck, Kelly
Duncan, Steve Griffey, Susan Marks, Sam Mills, Diane Miner (chair), Scott Sitter, Vicki
Wallace (secretary).

THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK PICNIC will be held at the Hudson Farm
on Sunday, September 8, from 3-5:00 pm. The picnic takes the place of the 2nd Sunday
Lunch (see page 3 for details).
-Dave Handley, Interim Pastor
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Pastoral
Care
PLEASE KEEP IN
YOUR PRAYERS
Long
Long--term Care:

First
Presbyterian
Church
213 Main Street, Clarksville, TN 37040
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
ON THE WEB AT
www.fpcclarksville.org
TELEPHONE
Voice: 931-645-6551
OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

Jim Crosby
Heidi Hedstrom
Joel Thomas
Becky Keene
Tom Coffman
Don Atkins

Family Members:
Jen Simons, Ashley
Gallaher’s mother
John Presler, Tom Presler’s
brother
Steve Hannahs, Charlie
Patterson’s brother-in-law
Laura Layton, Linda
Guinn’s sister

Deaths:
Dorothy Artin, Audrey
Artin’s mother
Bruce Baggett, former
FPC Elder
Richard Raines, Gail
Hudson’s brother

Sunday
School
Classes
Classes for all ages
meet each Sunday,
9:45-10:45 am
in the Christian
Education building.

CHILD CARE
is provided for infants
and toddlers on the
2nd floor.

PRESCHOOL
2-year-olds through
Kindergarten meet on
the 2nd floor

CHILDREN &
YOUTH
1st through 12th
graders meet on the
4th floor

ADULTS
4 different
classes meet on the
2nd and 3rd floors

TO NOTIFY THE CHURCH OF ILLNESS, HOSPITALIZATION, BIRTH, DEATH, OR PRAYER
REQUEST, CONTACT NEESA HAWKINS AT 931-645-6551 or FPCClarksville@gmail.com
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~ SERMONS AND PREACHING SCHEDULE ~
Sunday Morning Schedule 8:30 Worship; 9:45-10:45 Sunday School for all ages; 10:30-10:50 Gathering and
Refreshment; 11:00 Worship
September 1 COMMUNION by intinction, with congregation coming forward. Pastor Dave concludes his series
on the Psalms with the message, "God's Special Heart for the Poor," from Psalm 146 and James 1:27-2:9.
September 8 Guest preacher Jennifer Boyd will preach: "From Useless to Useful," the message of Paul's Letter
to Philemon.
September 15 Pastor Dave will begin a sermon series on The Apostles Creed, "I BELIEVE."
September 22 Elder Sue Reynolds will be preaching.
September 29 Pastor Dave preaching on "What does it mean to trust in 'God the Father, Almighty Maker of
Heaven and Earth’?", from the Lord's Prayer "Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name," Luke 11:2.
October 6 WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, Pastor Dave preaching on "What Does It Mean to Trust in
'Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord'?", from Matthew 16:13-20.

.

~ ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
POTLUCK PICNIC ~
The annual potluck picnic will be held on
Sunday, September 8, at the Hudson Farm on
Rosson Road from 3-5:00 pm. The
Congregational Life Committee will grill
hamburgers and hot dogs and provide potato
chips, drinks, plates, cups, and eating utensils.
You are asked to bring a large picnic-type dish
that will serve 10-12 (I.E.: baked beans,
deviled eggs, potato salad, slaw, deviled eggs,
casseroles, fruit or vegetable plates, brownies,
pies, cookies, etc.) Also bring quilts and/or
lawn chairs to sit on plus old shoes (towels)
for creek walking. You are welcome to bring
sports equipment such as Frisbees,
badminton, etc. Dr. Bill Hudson will take us
on hayrides through the fields and creek beds.
You are invited to join in on volleyball games
with the youth. Maps to the farm are
available in the vestibule and outside the
church office. The picnic takes the place
of the 2nd Sunday Lunch. Please join us for
an old fashioned dinner-on-the-grounds
congregational picnic!
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~ J E N NI F E R B OY D , P RE A C H I NG SE P T 8 ~
The US Army brought Jennifer and husband Greg Davis to Clarksville. Having
grown up in Northern California, they met at UC Santa Cruz and, upon
graduation and wedding, moved to New Jersey where Jennifer began seminary
studies at Princeton Theological Seminary. During her senior year in seminary,
they decided that Greg should fulfill a longstanding dream of his and join the
army. This made 2010 a busy year for Jennifer and Greg. He left for basic in
March, Jennifer graduated with her Master of Divinity in May, and their first
born, Michael, arrived in September. After training and more training, Greg was
assigned to Fort Campbell. They began attending First Presbyterian Church,
Jennifer got involved with a small group discussion of young mothers, Hannah
was born in November of 2012, and Greg was deployed for nine months in
Afghanistan. The family is now back together, rejoicing….and Jen finally has time to share her preaching gifts
with us.
She will be preaching on a fascinating, but little known epistle of Paul to Philemon, entitled “Useless to Useful.”
Come and be blessed.
~ P RE S B Y T E RI A N P R A Y E R C H A I N ~
Members of our congregation regularly pray for each other! We have a Prayer Chain via e-mail to share concerns and
celebrations. If you would like to be a part of the group, please contact annwaddle@gmail.com to be added to the mailing
list. Also, if at any time you would like the group to join you in prayer, please send information to Ann Waddle via e-mail or
phone 931-624-2597 and she will add it to our list of prayer concerns.

~ WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY ~
You are invited to join Rev. Dave Handley and the group who gather for Bible study on Wed. each week at 10 am.

~ THEOLOGY ON TAP ~
TonT is a group that meets each Monday at 5 pm @ Guadalajara Grill on Riverside Dr. Come, join us on
September 9, 16, 23, & 30 for conversations about theology and real life! (no meeting on Labor Day)

~ B O O K S I G NI NG , S E PT E M BE R 1 5 ~
Bob Wheeler at First Presbyterian Church for a book signing September 15, 10:30 am and 3-5
pm in the fellowship hall. Bob grew up at First Presbyterian Church of Clarksville, son of Yvonne
Hiett. He is a graduate of Clarksville High and Rhodes College. Now living in Santa Monica, CA, he
owns an accounting firm and serves as the CFO of The Comedy Store. With over 25 years of
experience as a CPA, Bob has recently published an insightful book that helps individuals and
businesses deal with the emotions surrounding money and budgets. The Money Nerve: Navigating the
Emotions of Money, has become the basis for his current speaking engagements and workshops on
money blocks and conscious choices.
If comedy and accounting seem odd bedfellows, throw in another passion, mountain climbing, and
you have a recipe for an interesting life. He has climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa and arrived at the
Base Camp Everest in Nepal, as well as several smaller mountains in between. All of these experiences come together to
make a very readable, interesting, and helpful book.

~ P A NC A K E B RE A K FA S T F U N DR A I SE R ~
In support of the Pastoral Counseling Center, a fundraiser Pancake Breakfast will be held on Saturday, September
28, 7-11:00 am, at Grace Lutheran Church, 2041 Madison St. Tickets are $5 per person and can be purchased through Don
Beck (648-4609) or Neesa in the church office. (If you prefer, you can simply make a donation to the PCCC for the use of
those in the community (includes military families) in need of assistance.
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~PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE, SEPTEMBER UPDATE~

We have had a fruitful month within the PNC. We have updated our church’s information to fit into the
Presbytery’s new data base for pastor searches. The form is now called a Ministry Information Form
(MIF). Our MIF is now approved and submitted for any pastor interested in a call to review on line.
Prior to this we have talked to several pastors as we continue to meet each Thursday evening. At this time
we have two pastors we are very impressed with who will come visit us in September. During these
visits we will show them the community as well as our church activities and outreach opportunities. We
believe they will be impressed by our facilities, but most of all impressed with our committed church
members. Both pastors are prayerfully considering our church as a possibility for their next call.
Thank you for your prayers and support of this process. Please pray for the pastors and their families
involved, as well as our PNC. We pray to be lead by the Holy Spirit in order to achieve God’s ultimate plan
for our new shepherd.
Sincerely
Diane Miner
Chairperson for PNC
~ PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION ~
FPC offers a weekday Preschool Program for children ages 1 to 5. Preschool hours are from 9:00 am
to 12:00 noon. The pre-K class (older 4-year-olds and younger 5-year-olds) meets daily. Other classes
are either Mon./Wed./Fri. or Tues./Thurs. On Wed.’s and Thurs.’s we offer extended hours from
noon to 2:30 pm and the children bring their own lunch and stay and play. These hours are optional
and an additional fee is charged. The children enrolled in our program enjoy a wide variety of
experiences which include weekly music classes, daily art activities, books, field trips and an
introduction to colors, shapes, numbers and letters. Our goal is to provide a loving and caring
environment for the children. We believe very strongly that children learn by doing and we provide
many opportunities for them to learn at their developmental level.
At the time of this printing, the Preschool has openings only for 4’s on Tuesday/Thursday (all subject
to change). For more information, an application, or to arrange a visit to the Preschool, please contact
Mary Linn Sadler, the preschool director at 645-0313.
~ MEN’S MONTHLY BREAKFAST ~
All men, all ages, are invited to participate in conversations about life and faith! Meet on Monday,
September 9 at 7:00 am at the Shoney’s on the corner of Kraft Street and 2nd Street. A brief
devotional follows the meal.
~FREE YOGA CLASSES ~
Our free Yoga Class is restorative and involves gentle stretching and basic poses. Students are encouraged to wear
clothing that is comfortable but not too loose. Poses are done barefoot. Mats and blocks are available in the
fellowship hall where we meet on Tuesdays from 5:30-6:30 pm. We have a good time and newcomers are always
welcome!
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~ SUNDAY SCHOOL APPETIZERS ~
The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring a series of Sunday School classes beginning in September. The
classes will meet every other month for a three week period. Each session will cover a different topic. The Fall/
Winter Series is as follows:
Session One- What is Christian?
Week One- September 15- The Book- The Bible: What does it say and how do we use it?- Sue Reynolds
Week Two- September 22- Servanthood- What do Christians do? Faith vs. Works.- Rhonda Banasiak
Week Three- September 29- Prayer- How do we talk to God?- Jane Wallace
Session Two- What is Presbyterian?- Teachers TBA
Week One- November 3- History- A little bit on Calvin/Luther/John Knox
Week Two- November 10- Polity
Week Three- November 17-The Sacraments- Baptism and Communion
Session Three- Heaven or Hell: What is your final destination?All taught by Rhonda B. based on Erasing Hell by F. Chan and Love Wins by R. Bell
Week One- January 12
Week Two- January 19
Week Three- January 26
Meeting location is TBA.

~ ADVANCED CONFIRMATION CLASS ~
Attention High School Students!!! If you, or your friends, have not completed Confirmation and are interested in
the program, please join us for Advanced Confirmation. We will meet every other week beginning September 15
for a total of 6 weeks in the Confirmation Classroom on the 4th floor. Any high school youth interested in
becoming a member of FPC should plan to attend.

~ MEN’S MONTHLY BREAKFAST ~
All men, all ages, are invited to participate in conversations about life and faith! Meet on Monday,
September 9 at 7:00 am at the Shoney’s on the corner of Kraft Street and 2nd Street. A brief
devotional follows the meal.

~ PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ~
All women are invited to join us for lunch and the program “With the Troops”. Greg Williamson,
photo-journalist with the Leaf-Chronicle Newspaper and church member, will talk about his first hand experiences with U.S. Troops in Afghanistan. Reservations are required for both the meal ($10)
and childcare. Sign up on the bulletin board for the Sept. 23 Dinner and Childcare. Reservations will
be turned into the caterer on Thursday, September 19. Please note that if you make a reservation, you
are responsible for payment, whether or not you actually attend. Menu: Chicken salad on a bed of
salad greens with fresh fruit, croissant, carrot cake, coffee, tea, and lemonade.
ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH are invited to be part of one of the small groups for monthly study and
fellowship through Presbyterian Women Circles. The Morning Circle meets monthly on the first Tuesday (Sept. 3)
at 10 am. The Martha Circle meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday (Sept. 10) at 12:30 pm. The Night Circle meets
monthly on the 2nd Tuesday (Sept. 10) at 7:00 pm. The Deborah Circle meets monthly on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays (Sept 9 & 23).
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~MEMORIALS ~

Aubrey Harvey and Dudley Williams
Jeff Turner

John Bartee

Charlyne Harvey
Stephen & Ann Seay

~ NEW BABIES ~
Congratulations to Ross & Lauren Wallace on the birth of their first child, Garreth Lambert
Wallace, who was born August 16, 2013. Steve and Jane Wallace are the proud grandparents.
~FREE YOGA CLASSES ~
Our free Yoga Class is restorative and involves gentle stretching and basic poses. Students are
encouraged to wear clothing that is comfortable but not too loose. Poses are done barefoot. Mats and
blocks are available in the fellowship hall where we meet on Tuesdays from 5:30 -6:30 pm. We have a
good time and newcomers are always welcome!
~ J UL Y 2 0 1 3 S TE W A R D S H I P RE P O R T ~
Income for July
$44,487.79
Expenses for July
$57,347.00
Net Operating Total for July
-$12,859.21
2013 year-to-date income
2013 year-to-date expenses
Year to date Operating Total

$327,485.65
$336,063.90
-$8,578.25
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YOUTH HIGHLIGHTS
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Sun. Sept 1, No Youth Group
Sun. Sept 8, 3-5:00 pm, Church Picnic at the Hudson Farm.
Sun. Sept 15, 4-6:00 pm, Youth Group—devotion and play games
a@ the AOC.
Sun. Sept 22, 4-6:00 pm, Youth Group—devotion and play games @
the AOC
Sun. Sept 29, 4-6:00 pm, Youth Group—devotion
and go out for a fast-food dinner. Please bring $$.
If you have questions, contact MIKEY DAHLKE
at (931) 216-0975

a
g
n
i
r
B
!
friend

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Sun. Sept. 1, No Youth Group
Sun. Sept. 8, 3-5 pm, Church Picnic at the Hudson Farm
Sun. Sept. 15, 4-6 pm, Youth Group @ the AOC
Sun. Sept. 22, 4-6 pm, Youth Group @ the AOC
Sun. Sept. 29, 4-6 pm, Youth Group @ the AOC
We will meet on Wednesdays at Chick-Fil-A on Madison St. Sept.
4, 11, 18 & 25 at 6:30
p.m. Please bring $$
for the meal. We will
eat and then hang out
till 7:30 pm.
If you have
questions, contact
Mark Banasiak
at 980-8185.

CLUB
345
SUNDAY
SEPT.
22
CALLING
ALL
3rd, 4th, & 5th
GRADERS!
Join Bessie
Grimaldi on
Sunday
September 22
from 2:00-3:45
pm for snacks, a
devotion, and
games in the
AOC. [In lieu of
Club 345 on
Sept. 8, please
attend the church
picnic].
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September 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Communion

2
Church Office
closed in
observance of
Labor Day

3
9:00 am
Preschool opens
10 am Morning
Circle
5:30 pm Yoga

4 10 am Bible
Study
2:30-8 pm
Disciple Study
6:30 pm Senior
Highs at ChickFil-A

5

6

7
8 am Breakfast
9 am-12 noon
Healthy
Congregations
Seminar in
fellowship hall

8
3-5 pm Church
Potluck Picnic
(youth groups and
Club 345 meet at the
picnic)

9
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:30 am
Deborah Circle
4pm Property
Comm. meets
5:00 pm
Theology on

10
12:30 pm
Martha Circle
2:00 pm
Congregational
Care meets
5:30 pm Yoga
7:00 pm Night
Circle

11
10 am Bible
Study
2:30-8 pm
Disciple Study
6:30 pm Senior
Highs at ChickFil-A

12

13

14

15
10:30 am & 3-5 pm
Book signing in
fellowship hall
2:00 pm Club 345
4-6:00 pm Youth
Groups @ AOC
5 pm Committees
6 pm Session

16

17

21

5:30 pm Yoga

19
4:00 pm
Reservation
Deadline for
PW luncheon

20

5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap @
Guadalajara
Grill

18 10 am
Bible Study
2:30-8 pm
Disciple Study
6:30 pm Senior
Highs at ChickFil-A

22

23 10:30 am
Deborah Circle
11:30 am PW
Board
12:30 pm PW
Luncheon
5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap

24

27

28 7-11 am
Pastoral
Counseling Ctr.
Pancake
Breakfast
fundraiser @
Grace Lutheran
Church

1

No Youth Group
meetings

2:00 pm Club 345
4-6:00 pm Youth
Groups @ AOC

29
4-6 pm Youth
Group meetings
(Middle School
bring $$ for eating
out)

30
5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap @
Guadalajara
Grill

5:30 pm Yoga

Thu

25 10 am
26
Bible Study
2:30-8 pm
Disciple Study
6:30 pm Senior
Highs at ChickFil-A

Fri

Sat

~ AUGUST SESSION HIGHLIGHTS ~
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church, Clarksville, TN met on Sun. Aug. 18, 2013 at 6 pm in the fellowship hall. The
meeting was opened with the lighting of the Christ candle by Rev. Dave Handley with an opening reflection by Doug Hildreth on
Proverbs and a prayer.
Christian Education: Laura Black asked approval for four requests:
1) Young women's small group led by Margaret Lyle and Ashley Harvey, "One Thousand Gifts;
2) “Appetizer” Adult Classes – short 3-week offerings every other month: THE BIBLE and How Do We Use It; SERVANTHOOD:
Faith and Works; PRAYER: How Do We Talk to God?
3) Advanced Confirmation class, a 6 week course for high school age using "We Believe" and youth curriculum;
4) High school age Sunday morning class requests a Bible Study.
Congregational Care: Carolyn Riggins reported on elders taking communion to our homebound members on Aug. 4. 12 members
were served. The next homebound communion outing will be on World Communion Sunday, Oct. 6.
Finance & Stewardship: Tom Graves reviewed the financial report. Expenses exceeded income in July. Preliminary plans for the
2013/2014 Stewardship Campaign were discussed and a chair person will need to be appointed. Funds to repair the C.E. building
roof ($24,000) will be taken from unrestricted funds in the Memorial Fund. This was approved unanimously.
Property: Doug Hildreth reported the C.E. building roofing has been replaced. Dimmers in the sanctuary lighting system are being
worked on. Steve Griffey reported the choir/pulpit handrails will be installed soon. Tracy Jackson reported Charter
Communications will be our new phone/internet service provider beginning in late Sept.
Pastor Nominating: Steve Griffey reported the committee is looking at 2 viable candidates at present; both are scheduled to visit in
September.
Service Committee: Suella Arrington reported the Kharis Foundation contributed an additional $5,000 which will help carry us
through the remainder of 2013.
Worship: Jane Wallace reported that Jen Boyd will preach on Sept. 8 and Elder Sue Reynolds on Sept. 22 when Pastor Dave will
be in Santa Rosa, CA for his daughter, Megan’s, ordination service.
Youth: Karlee Kimmell reported the NaCoMe work trip went well.
Old Business: The Session sponsored "Healthy Congregations" seminar, designed for congregations-in-transition, will be held in
the fellowship hall on Sat. Sept. 7 and led by Pastor Skip Armistead, nationally certified by this renewal ministry.
Presbytery: Janet Hudson and Yvonne Hiett were our commissioners to the July 27 Presbytery Meeting at 2nd Presbytery in
Nashville. Janet reviewed some of the issues discussed. Tom Presler will be one of the commissioners for the next meeting on
Thursday, October 17, in Cookeville.
New Business: By email poll earlier in the week, a book-signing by former member of First Presbyterian, Bob Wheeler, was
approved for Sunday, September 15, 10:30 and 3-5 in Fellowship Hall. The Money Nerve: Navigating the Emotions of Money
came out earlier this year.
Loaves & Fishes will hold their Louisiana Sat. Night fundraiser at the AOC on Oct. 19. This was approved unanimously.

