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A WELCOMING CONGREGATION
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing so some have
entertained angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2)
What is the key to our congregation thriving and growing in the
future? The Church Growth people used to teach “the three P’s”—
parking, preaching, and programming.
From our congregational “listening sessions” we held a year and a half ago, much was
said about our greatest drawing card being the community and “family” feel of our
church. Others pointed to the local mission outreach; still others to the children’s and
youth ministry. The pastor nominating committee has been talking with candidates who
have a good track record in vibrant worship & preaching, effective administration,
creative outreach to the unchurched, and loving pastoral care.
But there is one crucial thing that, if all of the above were in place, without this we would
not thrive and grow. That one thing is: hospitality. A simple, warm welcome to someone
you haven’t met before can do wonders. Take a moment to remember how you were first
welcomed into the church. You probably still remember who it was who reached out to
you, shook your hand, sat with you in worship when you felt like an “outsider.” You
certainly remember if someone went a step further, invited you to join them for a class,
or for lunch. You remember how it felt to meet someone who was really interested in
you. And it’s a sure bet you remember the loneliness and feelings of disinterest if no one
spoke to you on the first Sunday, or the second, or the third. But you hung in there, and
finally someone reached out, and it changed everything.
All the great preaching in the world cannot make up for this one simple thing: a warm
welcome. But, in most churches, one unsuspecting blessing gets in the way: our desire to
connect with those who are already part of “the family.” Odd, is it not, how the thing we
value most—the family of faith and those long-term relationships—can shut out
newcomers who are looking for a church family. How might it change our perspective
and open our eyes if, each Sunday when we come to church, we would say a simple
prayer: “Lord, lead me to someone this morning who needs a welcome.” It could change
a life; it could grow our church. Who knows? You may be greeting “an angel without
knowing it” !
--Dave Handley
Interim Pastor
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Pastoral
Care
PLEASE KEEP IN
YOUR PRAYERS
Long
Long--term Care:

First
Presbyterian
Church
213 Main Street, Clarksville, TN 37040
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
ON THE WEB AT
www.fpcclarksville.org
TELEPHONE
Voice: 931-645-6551
OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

Jim Crosby
Heidi Hedstrom
Bruce Baggett
Becky Keene
Tom Coffman
Kay Cristina
Don Atkins

Family Members:
Laura Layton, Linda
Guinn’s sister

Deaths:
Charles Currie, Mary Beth
Morgan’s father
Ann Tidwell, Nancy
Askew’s sister
Bill Miles, Ginger Miles’
husband

Sunday
School
Classes
Classes for all ages
meet each Sunday,
9:45-10:45 am
in the Christian
Education building.

CHILD CARE
is provided for infants
and toddlers on the
2nd floor.

PRESCHOOL
2-year-olds through
Kindergarten meet on
the 2nd floor

CHILDREN &
YOUTH
1st through 12th
graders meet on the
4th floor

ADULTS
4 different
classes meet on the
2nd and 3rd floors

TO NOTIFY THE CHURCH OF ILLNESS, HOSPITALIZATION, BIRTH, DEATH, OR PRAYER REQUEST,
CONTACT NEESA HAWKINS AT 931-645-6551 or FPCClarksville@gmail.com
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~ SERMONS AND PREACHING SCHEDULE ~
Sunday Morning Schedule
Worship 8:30 & 11:00; Sunday School for all ages 9:45-10:45.
Summer Sermon Series
The Psalms has been called “The Hymnbook of Israel.” Through the centuries the Psalms have taught the faith
(Psalm 1 & 19), increased peoples’ thirst for God (Psalm 42 & 63), given courage when we tremble (Psalm 46 &
56), validated our feelings of abandonment and doubt (Psalm 22), and given us words for our prayers when tongue
-tied (Psalm 139 & 100). Come find what a treasure the Psalms can be to renew our faith, and how to deal with
those parts of the Psalms that seem vindictive and pre-Christian.
July 7 Communion (by intinction, coming forward)
“Living Waters Within” Psalm 1, 23, 46, John 4:10
July 14 “The Renewing Power of God’s Word” Psalm 19
July 21 “When We Are Afraid” Psalm 34, 46, 56:3
July 28

Mark Banasiak preaching

August 4 Communion
“Talking with God in the Darkness” Psalm 22
August 11 RALLY DAY
“Confidence That God is With Us” Psalm 139
2nd Sunday Lunch will be served immediately following 11:00 worship.
August 18 “Spiritual Warfare” Psalm 18
August 25 “God’s Special Heart for the Poor” Psalm 34, 113:5-8, Proverbs 14:31

~ VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ~
Vacation Bible School will be July 15-19 from 9 am until noon at FPC! Volunteers will be needed for all types of
jobs. If you are interested in helping, please contact Laura Black (laura.black@cmcss.net) or Maggie Brown
(maggiemcgrady@gmail.com). Registrations for each child are required (see page 7).

~ NEW MEMBERS ~
We welcome returning members: Randy & Kathy Kelley, 931-624-6333, 1853 Madison St. #14,
Clarksville, TN 37043.

~ NEW BABIES ~
Congratulations to:
Scott & Nicole Trotter on the birth of their first child, Ryland Lee Trotter , born June 2, 2013.
Don Trotter is the proud grandfather.
and to…
Brad & Julianne Connell on the birth of their first child, Savannah Grace Connell , born June 21,
2013. Chip & Mary Ann Connell are the proud grandparents.
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~FAMILY CAMP AT NACOME~
Family Camp, a new camp at NaCoMe will be offered August 2-4 which is the weekend before public
school begins. This will be a wonderful way to start the school year for your family. If you are interested,
please contact the church office as registration forms are separate from the Youth Summer Camp form.
~ PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER CHAIN ~
Members of our congregation regularly pray for each other! We have a Prayer Chain via e-mail to share
concerns and celebrations. If you would like to be a part of the group, please contact annwaddle@gmail.com to be added to the mailing list. Also, if at any time you would like the group to join you in
prayer, please send information to Ann Waddle via e-mail or phone 931-624-2597 and she will add it to
our list of prayer concerns.

~M E M O R IA LS ~
Margaret Ackley

Claire Overmyer

Shiela Foust

Max Ernst

Alice Cortner

Bill McCormick

Bonnie Coffman

Charles Currie

Bill Miles

Peggy Posey

Ruth & Robert Warner
Paul Hyatt

Mark & Marcia Williams

Rick & Ivy Prall
Mark & Marcia Williams

Cabin

mates
at NaC
Anna
Brown oMe:
Camil
,
le
Jenny Hodek,
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Krista
n Scar Niel,
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Steph
anie W rough,
oosley
.

Eloise Ladd

~ ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN HEALTH A-Z SEMINAR ~
This event is for the community to learn more about brain health
and Alzheimer’s disease/dementia. If you have a loved one with
Alzheimer’s, a family history of Alzheimer’s, or just want to know
more about brain health, reserve your spot and FREE lunch by contacting Tiffany Cloud-Mann at tiffany.cloud-mann@alz.org or 1-800
-272-3900. The event will be Saturday, Aug. 17, at First Baptist
Church, 435 Madison St., 9 am—1 pm. Some health screenings
such as blood pressure checks will be offered.

CONTACTING AND/OR MEETING WITH PASTOR DAVE
Pastor Dave is available for individual meetings with members of the congregation Monday-Friday,
9:00 am—6:00 pm or on Saturdays when circumstances require it. Email him at
david.stull.handley@gmail.com or call on his cell: 847-477-6990.
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~ A NEW MIDWEEK “DISCIPLE” CLASS BEGINS MID -AUGUST ~
What is the "Disciple" curriculum? It is a weekly in-depth study and discussion group that
gives participants a comprehensive understanding of the entire Bible and how it all fits together. According to Jesus, a disciple is a learner, believer, follower, and proclaimer. The goal of
the Disciple study is to develop strong Christian leaders who have a good grasp of the foundations of their faith. Or, as the Apostle Paul put it, "to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ." (Ephesians 4:12)
This is a high-commitment/high pay-off venture beginning with weekly 2 1/2 hour sessions,
mid-August through May. The homework required takes approximately an hour and a half of
study time each day. Rev. Ken Gillespie, of our own congregation, will be the teacher. If you
would like to be part of this venture, contact Pastor Dave or Maggie Brown, our interim Director of Christian Education.
First Presbyterian members who experienced this class this past year are: Arland Batson, Don
Beck, Jennifer Ellis, Nancy Gillespie, Carol Shippen, and Marcia Williams. They would be glad
to tell you of their experience.
~ PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC) ~
Your PNC is working diligently: continuing to meet once a week, pouring over Pastor Information Forms from potential candidates, listening to candidates’ submitted sermons on CDs,
and interviewing through Skype on the computer.
-Diane Miner, PNC Chairperson

~ SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL ~
The Christian Education Committee decided to offer K-12 Sunday School every Sunday during
the summer beginning June 2 and ending July 28, 9:45 -10:30 am. There will be no children’s
Sunday school over Memorial Day weekend or the first weekend in August. Regular Sunday
School will resume after Rally Day, August 11.
A DULT C LASSES
Brotherhood (men)
Explorers (men/women)
Friendship (women)
Gospel Seekers (men/women)

L OCATION
3rd floor
2nd floor
3rd floor
3rd floor library

S TUDY T OPIC /C URRICULUM
The Present Word
Disciple series
The Present Word
Feasting on the Word & other
curriculum

~FREE YOGA CLASSES ON TUESDAYS ~
Our free Yoga Class is restorative and involves gentle stretching and basic poses. Students are
encouraged to wear clothing that is comfortable but not too loose. Poses are done barefoot.
Mats and blocks are available in the fellowship hall where we meet on Tuesdays from 5:30 -6:30
pm. We have a good time and newcomers are always welcome!
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~ WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY ~
You are invited to join Rev. Dave Handley and the group of 15 -20 folks who gather for Bible study on
Wednesday mornings each week. Please join us at 10:00 am in the church library!

~ THEOLOGY ON TAP ~
Theology on Tap is a group of 15-20 folks who meet each Monday at 5:00 pm at Guadalajara Grill (on
Riverside Drive across from the Big Lots store). Come, join us for conversations about theology and
real life!

~HYMNS IN WORSHIP~
The worship committee would like to know what hymns or songs you would like to sing in worship.
Drop your requests in the offering plate, send an email (fpcclarksville@gmail.com) or leave on
Neesa's desk. Lydia and Pastor Dave will try to incorporate your requests over the course of the year
as the songs fit worship themes.

~ CONFIRMATION 2013-2014 ~
This year, we have an exceptionally small number of rising seventh graders that are able to take park
in the Confirmation class. This presents us with the unique opportunity to reach high -schoolers who
have not completed confirmation and are interested in joining the church. In order to meet this need,
our confirmation staff will be leading a six week study designed to prepare high -schoolers to join FPC
upon completion of the study session. Please contact Maggie Brown in the church office if you are
interested in this course of study. For adults wishing a similar class, we plan to offer a similarly
structured class in the winter of 2014.

~ PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ~
Circles and luncheons/dinners will begin again with a Kick -Off Dinner on August 26 at 6:00 pm. The
program will feature A KITCHEN SHOWER, an overview of the Horizons Bible Study, and our PW
budget. Over the years many kitchen items have simply worn out or are broken, therefore, anyone
wishing to donate for the shower, please see the wish list below. Donations may be left in the church
office. A sign up for the Dinner will be posted later in July.
KITCHEN WISH LIST
Kitchen Aid stand mixer

Pot holders/oven mitts

Large hot pads (about the size of a placemat)

Dish rags/towels

Scrubbers for sinks & pots & pans

Large frying pan

Tongs – 8” & 12” for prep & serving

Pitchers w/ice lips (60 or 48 oz.)

Long handled ladles w/hook at the end

Hand held knife sharpeners

Meat thermometers

Kitchen timers

Kitchen shears/scissors

Cutting boards (large & medium)

Mandoline slicer

Apple corer & slicer

Large meat forks

Large serving bowls

Hand-held can opener

Electric can opener

Large colander

Mixing spoon/spatulas

Wooden spoons (all sizes)

Spatulas (brownie, cake & regular sizes)

Dry measuring cup sets

Microwaveable measuring cups (1 cup to 6 cup)

Pairing Knives & serrated bread knife
Mixing bowls (stainless & microwaveable, all sizes)
Regular sized pots/pans for sauces & melting butter
Dexter Russell type Y-shaped veggie peelers (approx. $3 each & not ceramic)
Long handled spoons for prep and serving – both slotted & regular
Ice cream scoops w/spring-action blade (about ½ oz. = 1 tablespoon for cookie dough/meatballs and 2.5 oz. for ice cream)
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Join us at Kingdom Rock! July 15-19 from 9:00 to 12:00.
All children ages 2 thru entering 6th grade are welcome.
Early Registration is encouraged!
(Please fill out a separate form for each child.)

Child’s name________________________________________________________________
Birth date____________________
Gender___________________
FPC Member? ___yes ____no FPC Preschool Attendee and class?_________________
Allergies or other conditions which may limit activity______________________________
Please check the appropriate age group for your child:
____Age 2
____Age 3 (must be potty-trained)
____Age 4 or 5 (preschool, but not entering Kindergarten)
____Entering Kindergarten
____Entering First
____Entering Second
____Entering Third
____Entering Fourth
____Entering Fifth
____Entering Sixth

Address__________________________________________________________
Home Phone______________________________________________________
City __________________________________ Zip __________
Email ___________________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian name ____________________________________________
Work or Cell _______________________________
Primary contact in case of emergency (Name and 2 phone numbers)
____________________________________________________________________
Secondary emergency contact and phone
____________________________________________________________________
Parent signature _____________________________________ Date _____________
Childcare is available for all volunteers’ children not old enough to attend VBS. If you need childcare, please give the name(s)
of your nursery-age children and their date of birth.
Name________________

Age______

Allergies____________________

Name________________

Age______

Allergies____________________
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~ MEN’S MONTHLY BREAKFAST ~
All men, all ages, are invited to participate in conversations about life and faith! Meet on Monday, July
1 at 7:00 am at the Shoney’s on the corner of Kraft Street and 2nd Street. A brief devotional follows
the meal.

~ GIFT BAGS FOR NEWBORNS ~
Presbyterian Women donated 19 gift bags for newborn at Gateway Medical Center. The bags
included diapers, wipes, blankets, onesies, and other clothes. Thanks to all who made
donations!
~ CHILDREN’S WORSHIP ~
For July we plan to hold Children’s Worship only on July 21 (VBS Sunday). We will resume weekly
worship on Rally Day, August 11, 2013.
We’ve had a great year and have enjoyed worshiping with your children. It is our prayer that the
children have learned how to more fully participate in worship and that you will see this spiritual
growth over the summer when they are in worship with you.
Next year we will add the Apostles’ Creed into the worship time. All should already know the Lord’s
Prayer and Doxology. We were able to stop using the overhead for these parts of worship earlier in
the year. Also for next year, our 5th graders will be eligible to help serve on “Park Patrol” as helpers
during Children’s Worship. If your child is interested, please let us know. We will need one boy and
one girl each Sunday. Ideally, they should only help once or twice a month.
Finally, we need one more volunteer to help lead Children’s Worship. If you feel like this is something
you are called to do, please talk to Maggie Brown. It is so wonderful to see God’s love through the
eyes of children. -Fondly, Maggie Brown and Julia Semsick
~ NO SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH DURING SUMMER ~
The Fellowship Committee will be back on Rally Day, August 11 to prepare lunch.
~ CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES ~
Kayla Allen, Jacob Bailey, Harrison Batson, Shelby Chapman , Camille Harvey (UT College of
Law), Jon Harvey, Clay Hetland, Lauren Ritter, Brad Vernich.
~ M A Y 2 0 1 3 S TE W A R D S HI P RE PO R T ~
Income for May
$36,867.17
Expenses for May
$48,971.18
Net Operating Total for May
-$12,104.01
2013 year-to-date income
2013 year-to-date expenses
Year to date Operating Total

$202,890.12
$234,053.55
-$31,163.43
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YOUTH GROUPS
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Sunday, July 7, no meeting (Mikey is on the mission trip)
Sunday, July 14, 4-6:00 pm, devotion and play games
Sunday, July 21, 4-6:00 pm, devotion and play games
Sunday, July 28, 4-6:00 pm, devotion and go out for a fast-food dinner.
Please bring $$.
If you have questions, contact MIKEY DAHLKE at (931) 216-0975

CLUB
345
SUNDAYS
JULY 14 & 28

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

a
g
n
i
r
B
!
friend

NO SUNDAY NIGHT MEETINGS IN JUNE.
SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP: JULY 6-13
WE WILL MEET ON WEDNESDAYS AT WHITT’S (on Madison
Street), JULY 3, 17, 24, & 31 at 6:30 p.m. Please bring $$ for the meal.
We will eat and then hang out till 7:30 pm.
You can help with VBS. Contact Maggie Brown,
maggiemcgrady@gmail.com to volunteer.
If you have questions, contact MARK BANASIAK
at 980-8185.

CALLING ALL
3rd, 4th, & 5th
GRADERS!
Join Bessie
Grimaldi on
Sundays
July 14 & 28
from 2:00-3:45
pm for snacks, a
devotion, and
games in the
AOC and C.E.
buildings.
Bring a friend!
Parents should
drop off and
pick up youth at
the AOC gym.
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July 2013
Sun

Mon
1
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast

Tue
2

Wed

No Middle School
Youth Group
meeting

9
2:00 pm
Congregational
Care meets
5:30 pm Yoga

14
No Session Council
meeting
2:00 pm Club 345
4-6 pm Middle
School Youth Group
meetings

5

6
Senior High
Mission Trip
participants
depart

10
10 am Bible
Study

11

12

13
Senior High
Mission Trip
group returns

17 9 am—12
noon Vacation
Bible School
10 am Bible
Study
6:30 pm Senior
Highs at Whitts

18
9 am—12 noon
Vacation Bible
School

19
20
9 am—12
noon
Vacation Bible
School

21
No Session
meeting
4-6 pm Middle
School Youth Group

25

26

No Senior High
meeting

15 9 am—12
noon Vacation
Bible School
4pm Property
Comm. meets
5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap

16
9 am—12 noon
Vacation Bible
School

22
5 pm Theology
on Tap

23
5:30 pm Yoga

24
10 am Bible
Study
6:30 pm Senior
Highs at Whitts

30

31
10 am Bible
Study

28
29
2:00 pm Club 345
5 pm Theology
4-6 pm Middle
on Tap
School Youth Group
meeting

5:30 pm Yoga

5:30 pm Yoga

Sat

4
Church Office
closed in
observance of
Independence
Day

5:30 pm Yoga

8
5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap

Fri

3
10 am Bible
Study

5:00 pm
Theology on
Tap
7 Communion

Thu

6:30 pm Senior
Highs at Whitts

27

NaCoMe Camp
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Confirmation/Commissioning Class 2013
First Presbyterian Church, Clarksville, TN
Confirmand Reports on Field Trips and Service to Others
May 12, 2013
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“The Pack of Seven” reporting on seven events plus a list of other field trips and Service projects
during the 2012-2013 year
The attached seven reports were prepared by the confirmands and presented to the families and Elder Partners before
commissioning at the 11 am Service on May 12.
We want to thank the many people in churches, organizations and in our own church that helped us through this past
year to make it all happen. A special thanks goes to Mikey Dahlke for driving us where we had to go and being a
friend to all of us. Also, we recognize and thank Pastor Dave for his guidance and teaching. He said this was the most
comprehensive program he had ever seen. We hope he takes some of our ideas for conformation education to other
Presbyterian congregations. Sharon & Laura have great teaching skills. I learned a lot and I know the Confirmands
did. It has been a GREAT year.
THANK YOU,
C. David Elliott
“The pack of Seven,” tag comes from the close net group these Confirmands have become over the last nine months.
They spent a bunch of time together.
Staff: Laura Black, Mikey Dahlke, Sharon Duncan, Pastor Dave Handley, “Dean”: C. David Elliott
We also went/did: Rally Day, August 2012; NaCoMe youth work weekend August 2012 plus Fall 2012 & Spring 2013
youth camps; Salvation Army Ring Bell all shifts Saturday at Walgreens on Madison St and Sunday morning worship at
Salvation .Army Chapel on Kraft Street, December 2012; Attended Session examination of new class of Elders; Filled
and delivered FPC Christmas food baskets December 2012; helped with the live nativity scene & attended “Messiah for
Young Voices” concert & went Christmas Caroling in Maplemere all in December 2012; Served on a Session committee for-a-day on FPC Planning Day, January 2013; Attend the first 2013 quarterly meeting of the Presbytery of Middle
TN, Franklin Road, Nashville; Macedonia Presbyterian Church, PCUSA, 9:30 Worship March 2013; Confirmands had
parts in leading the Youth Worship Service, May 2013; Confirmands participated in Middle School fellowship in the
A.O.C. with Mikey on Sunday afternoons.
TABERNACLE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, CLARKSVILLE, on August 26, 2012 –by Jack Chavez
Tabernacle is not like any other church! Their music and people are so energetic and it is just a good environment to be
in. When we arrived we were greeted with a hug from Pastor Terry. He is one of the nicest people that I know. He is
kind, friendly and a HUGE HUGGER! He makes the church whole with his sermons and he makes his messages memorable. I still remember his sermon from four months ago!
Now about the choir—first of all there is no “choir”. There are drums and tambourines and the whole church is the
CHOIR. Because of that I get a smile on my face every time I come. The most interesting part was the fact that two
eight year olds were playing the drums. I CAN’T EVEN PLAY THE RECORDER (WELL NOT VERY WELL )
I LOVE going to that church, because of the
vice the confirmands were called up to tell about
son even chuckled. But they did applaud every

people, the pastor, and the environment. During the end of the sertheir hopeful careers. Not one person laughed at us. Not one perone of us.

When we left 2 hours later I was tired! But sad to leave because I enjoyed it so much. I would like to hopefully go back
someday soon. If you don’t know who Pastor Terry is, look for someone holding a sign out of his car window that says,
“God Saves” -THAT WILL BE HIM!!!
(continued)

Confirmand Reports on Field Trips and Service to Others continued
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HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH AND GREEK FESTIVAL, NASHVILLE, Sept. 8, 2012
-by Elizabeth Ryan
The Greek Festival was the first field trip we went on. Learning about the Greek Orthodox Church was a once in a lifetime experience. It is amazing how they have same basic beliefs but teach them so differently. The inside of the church
was breath taking. It was so bright and colorful. Murals and paintings covered the walls and even the ceilings. The roof
was painted gold and it looked beautiful when the sun shone on it.
The festival itself was just as cool. It was awesome t learn about the Greek culture in such a lively way. There were
dances and music –even shopping. The food court included gyros, baklava, and these really yummy honey covered donut things! Also there were more traditional Greek pastries for sale to take home.
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, CLARKSVILLE, November 2012
-by Georgia Havens
I enjoyed going to the Catholic Church. It was a great experience. I found it interesting when they prayed they kneel
down on little benches. I learned that they worship Mary more than they do Jesus. Because Mary brought Jesus into this
world, so without her, there wouldn’t be a Jesus. Before this field trip I did not know Christian churches had different
view points about Jesus.
So in conclusion, the Catholic Church (Worship) is an amazing experience to do. It is good for a Christian to explore
different ways to believe. I would love to go back sometime soon.
THE TEMPLE, CONGREGATION OHABAI SHALOM (REFORM), NASHVILLE, November 16, 2012
(This was a family worship service (Shabbat) when special youth prayer books were given to boys and girls entering
their year study preparing for Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah, respectively.
-by Marc Schoonover
The Shabbat service at the Jewish temple in Nashville was a very interesting and perhaps even a once-in-a-lifetime experience. I found it very interesting to see how very similar Christianity is to Judaism, despite all of the traditions such
as Shabbat or the Sabbath day being Saturday, different holy books, and days such as Passover and Yom Kippur, not
being included in our religion.
The inside of the temple itself was amazing. The Torah scrolls being encased in the Arks captivated me, and just the architecture was very fascinating and sparked my interest. The layout was, to use modern terms, very “cool”.
The way the people worshipped also captivated me. The fact that the congregation of the Temple wasn’t Orthodox Jewish was all the more interesting. The children’s choir didn’t sing like an average “choir”; they were very cheerful and
seemed very excited to be singing. The whole service seemed to have an excitement and vigor to it that I wouldn’t expect an Orthodox Jewish service to have.
The trip to the Temple was a very exciting experience that captivated me and brought me one step closer to God in my
journey in confirmation class this past year.
Islamic Center of Clarksville, January 26, 2013
-by Alex Haase
Going to the Clarksville Islamic Center was great learning experience for me. With all of the prejudice associated with
the Islamic faith, learning about it from those of whom it is practiced by, was valuable knowledge.
(continued)

Confirmand Reports on Field Trips and Service to Others continued
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The first thing we were asked to do when we entered the mosque was to remove our shoes as a sign of respect. The girls
were, as is traditional amongst Muslim women, asked to cover their hair with head scarves. We then went into the worship area to get a specially made “guide to Islam” power-point presentation followed by a series of sung prayers that
made up their service. The power-point presentation began by explaining the five pillars of Islam.
1. Shahada or belief. This is the Islamic declaration of faith (much like confirmation).
2. Salat or prayer. It is required for Muslims to pray five times a day: Fajr (dawn), Dhuhr (noon), Asr (afternoon), Maghrib (evening), and Isha (night).
3. Zacat or charitable giving. Muslims are required to give 2.5% of their earnings directly to charity. They may give
more out of generosity.
4. Sawm or fasting (specifically Ramadan). A time to refrain from the consumption of food and water from dusk till
dawn.
5. Hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudia Arabia (the holy city of Islam). All Muslims are required at least once in their
lives to make a holy pilgrimage to Mecca if they are physically or financially able to do so.
The presentation continued by comparing and contrasting various elements of Islam and Christianity such as prophets,
holy books, and basic beliefs.
When the prayers began, I was fascinated by how the entire Quran is one big melody. All of the verses All of the verses
were sung and the richness of the Arabic lyrics filled the room with a sense of reverence. The men pray apart from the
women for purposes of modesty and kneel on prayer mats as they do so.
Afterwards, we all gathered in the fellowship area for pizza, fruit kebabs, and some yummy brownie muffin things. I’m
not sure whether they do that every time they meet or if we just got special treatment. We sat down and got to know
some of the members. We were told that the Center was modified from an old bank, which I found impressive, for it
they hadn’t told me I never would have guessed that it wasn’t the original building.
All in all, the Islamic Center was one of my favorite field trips and has brought me more perspective on their faith.
LOAVES & FISHES AND ROOM IN THE INN PROGRAMS, January 2, 2013
-by Drew Sturdivant
We did many field trips (and service projects) in Confirmation this year. One of these was feeding the homeless at
Loaves & Fishes. It was an eye-opening experience. It made me think that (one of the homeless people) could be me.. I
am a very lucky girl. My parents work very hard to give me and my sisters our needs and wants.
While I was helping with feeding the homeless, I realized that I felt like I could do so much more. I was inspired after
that to continue ding service projects. I hope all of y’all will try it too. The feeling of giving back, (even if it is) just a
little, is great. Every once in a while people need a little help. I hope y’all will try it sometime. Our church is wonderful
to let those amazing volunteers do God’s work. We did various tasks: peeled potatoes, boiled eggs, and cleaned.
Also, the first Wednesday night in January our class (with the help of our parents and Elder Partners) served the evening
meal for the homeless at Room In the Inn. We all brought various dishes to the AOC dining room for them to eat. Later
they slept overnight on cots in the gym with three adults as inn keepers. I hope I can one day help those people again.
They deserve it. Everyone was very nice and well mannered. I was very fortunate to have this experience. Thank you.
SPRING RETREAT, SUNSET LODGE, WHITE OAK CREEK, HOUSTON COUNTY, TN, April 12-13, 2013
(The Class had a spring retreat to help them complete their individual statements of faith. This is a time of study, quiet
time and reflection, food and fellowship, and a camp fire.)
-by Colton Woodson
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To start off, I would like to thank Mr. Elliott for letting our class spend our spring retreat at his cabin. I had a great time
enjoying quality time with my fellow Confirmands. Our outing started with playing a few games including a scavenger
hunt. Mikey set up the game by hiding a plastic duck. After the exciting activities, we all devoured some great food
(hamburgers, hotdogs, s’mores). We all settled down in our cabins to eventually fall asleep.
At 6:00 the next morning, Jack and I set out to meet with Georgia to fish. I, begin the great fisherman I am, caught the
dock for a record-breaking five times! Soon after coming back and finishing breakfast, we headed out to “the wild” to
find our three favorite verses in the Bible and possibly start on our faith statements. This was a reflective and refreshing
experience to cleanse our minds and concentrate on thoughts of a previous time for me. 45 minutes later, we all gathered around to share our Bible verses.
The best part of the trip for me (and probably other people), was the epic water fight. That’s right, a water fight between
guys and girls. It was hilarious to see others get soaked, until you yourself go the short end of the stick. Once the battle
died down we dried off, changed clothes, and moseyed our way to the bus to make the trip back home. What a great
time we had!
2 01 3 C O N FI R M A T I O N
CLASS MEMBERS:
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~ J U N E SE S SI O N H I G HL I G H T S ~
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church, Clarksville, Tennessee met on Sunday, June 16, 2013 at 9:45 am in the fellowship
hall. The meeting was opened with the lighting of the Christ candle by Rev. Dave Handley with an opening reflection by Marcia
Williams on Psalm 46:10 and a prayer.
PRESENT WERE:
Class of 2013
Suella Arrington (excused absence)
Chip Connell
Tom Graves
Todd Harvey (excused absence)
Janet Hudson
Karlee Kimmell
Scott Sitter
Marcia Williams
Denice Williamson (excused absence)

Class of 2014
Steve Griffey
Amy Lewellen (excused absence)
Susan Marks
Ivy Prall (excused absence)
Tom Presler
Sue Reynolds
Ed Ritter
Jane Wallace

Class of 2015
Arland Batson
Laura Black
Doug Hildreth
Leong Lee
Tracy Jackson
Sarah Morgan
Carolyn Riggins
Liz Thomas

Staff Members
Neesa Hawkins

A beautiful water color painting donated to the church by Lynne Griffey in memory of John Telford will be hung in the library
and a brief dedication will be held after 11:00 worship on June 23.
The Session voted not to meet in July.
Jane Wallace circulated a sign-up sheet for servers from July 7 communion (intinction).
A letter requesting the transfer of membership for Mary Helen Moore Dent to First Presbyterian Church, Panama City, FL, was
received.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CONGREGATIONAL CARE: Carolyn Riggings reported the committee is working with Pastor Dave on communion for
homebound members. Dave has training sessions scheduled on July 14 & 21 for current and past elders to conduct communion
four times a year four our homebound members. Eleven pairs of elders will be needed to serve four times per year. Carolyn
Riggins will send out an email for volunteers to sign up.
FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP: Tom graves reviewed the financial report for May. Susan Marks reported expenses exceeded
income due to several large expenses in May.
NEW MEMBER & VISITOR OUTREACH: Arland Batson reported Chip and Mary Ann Connell will host a new member/visitor
BBQ at their home on June 30 at 5:00 pm.
PROPERTY: Doug Hildreth reported that $9000 was spent to replace batteries for the sanctuary lights backup system.
PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Scott Sitter reported the committee meets each Thursday and has begun interviewing a
new round of candidates via Skype. None have been chosen for a second round of interviews yet.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: Sue Reynolds reported a planning session is scheduled for this Wednesday.
YOUTH: Karlee Kimmell reported the Youth Mission Trip to Virginia will be July 6-13.
NEW BUSINESS: Janet Hudson and Marcia Williams were approved to serve as commissioners to the July 27 Presbytery
Meeting to be held at 2nd Presbytery in Nashville.
Chip Connell brought up the parking issue for the closed lot of the former Bank of America. Pastor Dave will contact a member of
our church who knows the owner of the property, in hopes the situation can be discussed.
The Session voted to call a special meeting of the Session on June 30, 2013, at 1:30 pm to hear the proposal for a church wide
seminar to be held on Saturday morning, September 7, called "Healthy Congregations" in anticipation of a new pastor coming.
The meeting closed at 10:22 am with a corporate benediction.
Dave Handley, Moderator
Marcia Williams, Acting Clerk of Session

